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TALKING TO THE ENEMY 



M uch has happened since ihe 
IRA declared a ceasefire 
on August 31st. 
Republican delegates have. for the 
first lime in 70. years nui public!t 
with British government representa¬ 
tives. Troops have not been seen on 
the streets of Derry since Christmas, 
and have recently been removed 
from the streets of Belfast during 
dav light hours. A I avalist ceasefire 
has been in place since the 13th of 
October. Two new organisations, the 
Progressive l nionist Party. and Ihe 
Cnionisl Democratic Part) repre¬ 
senting Ihe interests of Ihe I'VK and 
Ihe UFF respectively. have entered 
the political arena. Neither have any 
electoral mandate. PI P have one 
Belfast councillor. “Our mandate'’ 
as one pul it: “is the silence of the 
guns.” Irish Taoiseach Albert 
Reynolds, considered at one time 
vital to the peace process, has 
resigned. John llume. the ‘archi¬ 
tect'. is Ihe forgotten man. Instead 
Adams/McCuinness hold centre 
stage. I he Newry robbery used by 
elements in the media to fan the 
flames of the ‘hawks and doves' 
scenario refused to ignite. Neither 
did Ihe semtes probably planted by 
military intelligence in Knniskillen. 
Coupled with the suspicion that Ihe 
government is possibly being misin¬ 
formed by its own intelligence 
service; such a hawks and doves 
scenario might well exist, hut 
possibly a little closer to home. It is 
against this background that Ihe 
hesitant backward march toward 
British withdrawal continues. 

Britain finally accepted that the IRA 
ceasefire, if mil permanent, has been 
progressively confirmed ‘ The attempt 
to exclude Sinn Fein from the 
economic conference in Belfast in 
December was overturned following 
international pressure The prerequisite 
for all party talks on the constitutional 
future of the Six Counties, arc 
according to the British: 'the surrender 
of arms and explosives by the IRA 
Nobody, including the RUC. accepts 
this demand as realistic. As Martin 
McGuinncss said on Ncwsnight: "/ am 
noI aware of any conflict in hixtory 
being settled h\ one side handing over 
their Weapon *." So. if talks are to lake 
place the Republican movement will, 
metaphorically speaking, he bringing 
its guns to the negotiating table. Or to 
be more precise, it will he cards on the 
table - guns under it. 

How does any of this square with the 
assertion trumpeted by the British Left. 
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thai the IRA had 'surrendered' "hxrn 
Arafat’ according to the SWP. *got 
Gaza, Adams has goi nothing!" Given 
that negotiations had not even begun, 
and would not do so for another six 
months, this crowing over the alleged 
IRA capitulation was to say the least 
somewhat premature Stripped to the 
essentials the argument loses the 
facade ol objectivity and is revealed as 
merely vindictive and slightly hyster¬ 
ical wishful thinking Republican 
capitulation is what the middle class 
left would have liked to have 
happened As a consequence they are 
loath to accept that Ihe IRA have not 
only bombed their way to the negoti¬ 
ating table, they have bombed Britain 
there 

Since probably the early eighties, the war 
in Ireland had been locked in stalemate 
This is a lact acknowledged by all sides 
The IRA could not he beaten, hui neither 
could they win The same applied to the 
British but they were much happier as 
long as the situation could be contumed 
"at an acceptable level of violence." So 
the onus was always on the IRA to break 
the deadlock That they recognised that 
the responsibility lay with them was 
re Heeled in a 'evim' from a leading pruvo 
smuggled out of Crumlin road jail in 
IWJ He wrote 

" Hoping that this talk of bringing the 
armed struggle to a conclusion that 
McGuinncss and co, are talking about 
bean fruit as fve thrown up m\ ha mis 
im at least two ot casions Whether we 
have the ability to break out of the 
containment the Hrits are imposing on 
the war I think is crucial to the 
ultimate success/failure of the 


conflict 

To break out of the containment' the 
IRA recognised they had no option but 
to up the ante. This they did. and for 
the first time since the 1970% more 
troops needed to be drafted into the 
region As a complimentary response 
military intelligence helped restructure 
and refurbish loyalist murder gangs 
For years almost dormant, the old 
leadership, small time gangsters 
primarily concerned with petty racke¬ 
teering. were ousted and in their place 
came The Joint Loyalist Military 
Command Overnight military intelli 
gencc had at their disposal 
pro-government, efficient but deniable 
death squads 

The war continued at a brisker pace, 
with the nationalist population taking 
the brunt of it And then the IRA hit 
the City. Then a year later almost to 
the day. the IRA relumed' Having just 
recovered, the City was once ugain 
devastated in more ways than one. The 
very existence of the financial serv ices 
offered by the City, which represents 
about 2tW of GNP. almost as much as 
ihe manufacturing industry, was 
undeniably in serious jeopardy Not 
surprisingly, all connected were in 
severe shock. So much so. that after 
the Baltic Hxchangc explosion, the 
media, normally so adept at exploiting 
any propaganda value thul might 
accrue from civilian deaths, were so 
aghast at the financial loss and its 
implications, that, for over two days of 
intensive coverage, they barely 
mentioned the civilian casualties at all 
John Major had to go on television to 

D publicly remind them. Of 
Bishopsgate. film maker 
Neil Jordan. who 
regarded the war in 
Ireland ax futile said 
"The one bomb which 


GUNS 

UNDER 

IT! 


really shook the heart of the establish 1922. the talks ended m partition of 
meni was the one in the City which their country and civil war 
destroyed the entire rucking area I whtllur m , hr —c- 


think one person died, which is tragic. 


were overawed by the power oj the 


hut mayhc that k.nd ttf action make, 

b IJotlOfm i> tr moaipvim . hi I 
There had ad coune been IKA in any cast ••this generation of 
bombing campaigns before but this republicans, Martin McGuinness 
the \rrny Council knew they had flatly states, -,s not going to bt 
found, the underbelly of ihe beaM. fooled by their fancy diplomatic 
AndBritain knew they knew, So the language. '' 


aiabtithmenl cried uncle and from 
then, initially in secret, negotiations 
in earned began, 

Of course* the IRA huve been to the 
negotiating table (or nearly there I before 


So. Ihe question must he* asked, il a 
solution is to he lound. who is going to 
be fooled by the tancy diplomatic 

language’ 

1 'monism, already divided between Ihe 


Secret talks between members ol the fundamentalism ol Paisley and the 
leadership ol the IRA and a number ol csscm,al cswscrvalism ol Matyacaux. is 


Protestant clergymen look place in d** 1 ** 1 **■'" °° cl **» with the 

Fcaklc. Co Clare in 1974 This was m cn * cr f cnu ,rum ,hc ol the 

lead to one of the longest and most P “ , tlK«l wings ol ihe loyalist paramili 
controvert,..! truce, doling the IRA . “£•£" <•"» uccordm* to the 

—a druggie When new. m the- udk. 'T'* ,lK ' S*"*'"* 
were Innltcd . a clergymen. Ur Bullet. 

commenting m the lime, eld We p caI „. .. |ha „ 

.etc »" mo.t imprccd with then miked »,lh . group ol them at tcnglh he 
attitude, tvilh then fatmuadedoe... and ... .cnou.l. onpcccd Thee arc the 
we were so pleased to find that they were men" he gushed,"w ho as adolescents 
talking seriously and deeply and with and young men handled explosives lor 
great conviction and had listened very King Billy and went to jail lor it. who 
carefully to what we had to say." This treated that jail as a university and 
time the IRA are talking directly to the learned to think themselves into a 
government, and in public, which allows highly rational moderation "ill lulward 
everyone the opportunity lor the first Pearce thinks PlIP are moderates then 
lime to listen very carefully to what they arv extremists''i Nationalists 
say. Ciiven the history of British duplail) and rcpuhlicans are predictably less 
this is important A point underlined hy san K u,,K ’ They argue that military 
Martin McGuinncss who recently ^s had a contadlmg mlto- 

dew nhed his first face to lace meeting mcr lhc UFWUV| ’ dunn ? »» 
»ilh the- Hellish c.l.hl..hmcnl m I TO ** M ' " “ “ * expected that the. 

unreal- Tht. lime the negiHuooo. a,e J*?"* " vn 

icry real, hoi a. Ihe republican leader- EL!™*' lhc P“«-"There 

. „ . , , ' . husc been consistent rumours that there 

ship has stressed again and again ls amBsli t. f . 1 hl.. Mis --- ...h 


very real, hut as the republican leader 

. . , ' . have been consistent rumours that there 

Ship has stressed again and again |s a considerable Mb mvolvemcnt with 
Negotiations are an area ol elements within ihe DUP and PUP,” 
struggle not the end of the struggle" according to (Jerry Adams A pamphlet 


Nor arc republicans likely to forget 
that the last time the IRA met the 
British over the negotiating table in 


has circulated in Belfast recently 
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F ollowing routine clashes 

between police and demonstra¬ 
tor* in Hyde Park in the 
aftermath of the demonstration against 
the Criminal Justice Bill on Sunday 
8th October, the headlines for much of 
the subsequent week spoke of a 
'conspiracy' and the discovery of a 
'blueprint for riot'. The right wing 
press were clearly ecstatic at this 
discovery ', for. prior to this, the organ¬ 
isers including a number of Labour 
MP» were demanding a public inquiry 
into police behavior, and more impor 
lantly. the motive behind the curious 
tactics adopted on the day 
These included, coaches being moved 
from the designated pick up points at 
Park Lane which left people milling 
around unable to leave the area; 
sealing all exits from Hyde Park bar 
Speakers Comer, thus forcing people 
into Oxford St and denying individuals 
who wished to avoid the skirmishing 
the opportunity to do so. And perhaps 
tftc most sinister allegation: that the CS 
canister, which according to repons 
signalled the beginning of the trouble, 
was thrown from behind police lines! 
Interviewed live on the Tuesday 
evening news, a police representative 
insisted rather unconvincingly that his 
men were the victims rather than the 
perpetrators; police intelligence, he 
insisted, had warned of trouble', if 
that was indeed the case.' the inter¬ 
viewer inquired, why were I (KM) 
officers sent home at 4 o'clock?' Plod 
mumbling, and looking increasingly 
shifty, was then handed, live on air. a 
piece of paper He was a man trans¬ 
formed. He flourished it triumphantly 
as if it were a latterday 'Zinoviev 
letter'. Here was 'the proof he crowed. 
He told the interv iewer that he had just 
been handed a copy of a Class War 
leaflet found at the scene, which he 
then quoted from liberally. Here, 
according to him. was the incontro¬ 
vertible evidence that the mareh had 
been '....hi-jacked by extremists.' 
Following this revelation, the inter¬ 
view ended, and with any speculation 
uhout a public inquiry abandoned the 
right wing press went on the olTensivc. 
“BLUEPRINT FOR RIO T” 

screamed the headline in the Daily 
Mail. The Sun and The Daily 
Telegraph, recognising that the police 
were off the hook, were equally 
jubilant. 

Needless to say. this account of events 
was very much at odds w ith the organ¬ 
isers' and participants* actual 
experiences. Significantly, only Class 
War. the left's very own larc Harvey 
Oswald, and predictable fall guy for 
the propaganda smear, saw fit to 
support the police account. In the 
Class War paper issue 6.V an eye 
witness account insists: 

"The police were swamped and wc 
gave them everything, burning bins, 
slicks, bricks, paving slabs, park bench 
planks, cans filled with sand, bottles 
and scaffolding poles.... Sometimes wc 
had them in full flight, the best riot 
police in the Met were chased away in 
all directions wc done brilliant The 
police with all their equipment und 
reinforcements simply lost control." 
Two thousand paramilitary police lost 
control? Really '’ Well how then did 
they regain control? What Class War 
describe as a 'classic flanking move.' 
other Anarchist publications readily 
acknowledge was a deliberate 
manoeuvre by the police to drive the 
remaining protestors in the direction of 
Oxford St. 'Eyewitness' mentions in 
passing: "Demonstrators in coaches 
who lobbed missiles onto the cops as 


As Lalt btomu polio, troth about wnurchuilw 
who the violence wwku Hglorc 

BLUEPRINT 
FOR A RIOT 



BIG BOYS 
RULES 


subject to precisely the 
same modus operandi 
have all ended in chaos 
and mutual recrimina¬ 
tion. The process is by 
now familiar: first deny 
all avenue of escape, 
exits from park, close 
tube stations, block off 
side roads. move 
coaches etc. Next split 
the march in two. and 
attack the section 
attempting to continue 
moving forward, on 
television this now 
looks like the front of 
the march attacking 
police lines. Use insuffi¬ 
cient numbers to quell 
disturbances, 
confirming impression 
of police under 
pressure. forcing 
retreats, fierce fighting 
etc. Finally comman¬ 
deer all film lixKagc and 
photographs of events to 
study 'evidence', intimi¬ 
date media and refine 
techniques. In addition, 
to the immediate prop? 
ganda value the 'riots' 
are in themselves a firm 
guarantee of further 
police powers. Hyde 
Park proved' the need 
for the Criminal Justice 
Bill etc Meanwhile the 
streets of London arc 
being used as the ideal 
training ground hy the 
Met' in preparation tor 
the real' riots of the 




they drove by." Presumably they bn Ac 
their own coach windows first? Class 
War also insist 'the police look a 
kicking' and that scaffolding poles and 
paving slabs were used to gixid effect 
but only six police were injured. 
According to Class War "Those rxH on 
the demo have had to make do w nh 
the crap the press have dealt out " And 
presumably those on the demo arc 
expected to continue to make do with 
the crap Class War have dealt out' Not 
least those on charges of not etc. 

The cditonal. issue 45: "Class War has 
been accused by the capitalist press of 
inciting the riot that followed the 
recent anti Criminal Justice Hill demo 
in hmdon This is not true We do not 
have to incite people to hate the police 
It comes naturally ... The police, 
making excuses for getting a kicking, 
say that wc organised the riot. No. 
even disorganised as we are. we still 
have the strength to hold the police at 
hay for hours in the play ground of the 
world's super rich. That's why the 
police hate Class War mi much 
Meanwhile, the best criticism the Sun 
could coiik up with was the existence 
ol spelling mistakes and bad grammar 
in our leaflet. Hut wc can't complain, 
as they managed a fine job of distrib¬ 
uting our propaganda to u further three 
million people, by reproducing our 
leaflet" 

Distributing imr propaganda! 
Considering that iht _ leaflet in 

r xpknaliotum bo* tv throve trick, 
has it not dawned on them that if the 
Sun* MaiL and 
Ex-Class War Ulcgraph^anjiua 
spokesman, Andy reproduce i L- t h i i 
Murphy. Subjected 
to intense media 
scrutiny following 


feWSR 1, St HcM spiracy^nst 



sai on/v because it 
fitted so precisely 
with t he police 


Sillier rather 
ffcMLii the organ- 


riot in I 

in fact introduced 
to the public in a 
Sunday People ifryim to tueeeu. a 
pread two weeks luwiraa byjhr 
earlier. 


palke. 
evidence proving the 
existence <>J that 
le aflet wax regarded 
hi the media qs the 
vital port al - thrir 
propaganda! 

Neither is it credible 


to suggest that the police hale Class 
War' UnAcd at objectively, they are 
far more likely to regard them as an 
asset. Indeed, for public order 
occasions like this, as the Independent 
on Sunday pointed out in I WO. 'if they 
didn't exist the Sun would have to 
invent them' Of course the Hyde Park 
affair is far from Class War's only 
'success.' 

On Thursday 29th May I WO. two days 
before the police not in Trafalgar 
Square. The Evening Standard 
conducted an interview with a London 
spokesman for Class War who 
insisted “violence is inevitable and if 
people ure into confrontation we’ll he 
in there with them" The article 
headline ran “ANARCHISTS TO 
HIJACK TAX PROTEST.” The 
interview had served its intended 
purpose, establishing for the police an 
alibi in advance An eyewitness' 
account earned in Red Action issue 56 
and later re-printed in full hy the 
Trafalgar Square Defendants 
C ampaign, was emphatic that the 
impetus for. and at all limes dunng (he 
not lay solely with the Met 
“At no lime, except perhaps for a shon 
period around Trafalgar Square, when 
both Higgs and Hill and the South 
Alncan Embassy were on fire did the 
police 'appear' to have bitten off more 
than they could comfortably chew .at 
the very height of the fighting, 
hundreds of police loitered seemingly 
unperturbed and unemployed in 
Whitehall Everything was obviously 
under control, everything was 
evidently going to plan " Mtcrwanis. 
Class War's continuing gullibility 
provided lurthcr ingredients for the 
perfect media cover up of the police 
rampage What Class War in particular 
repeatedly fail to grasp is that 
simulated disorder requires perfect 
discipline, simulated fear requires 
courage; simulated weakness requires 
strength The authorities motivation ’ 
Well, the fact thut the next Poll Tax 
march aiiracted only 20.000, approxi¬ 
mately 10** of the Trafalgar Square 
estimate, might in itself, for an unpop¬ 
ular government under a lot of 
pressure, have been considered reward 
in itself. However, it also showed its 
value as a deterrent Many of the 
mujor demonstrations with genuine 
and poptilui support starting with the 
miners demonstrations in 1984. 
Wapping. Poll Tax. Welling etc 


Let's he clear about 
something. Red Action 
has no problem with 
people defending 
themselves against the 
police, or attacking the 
police, and would 
certainly he the last to condemn the 
use of v iolencc in pursuit of political 
ends. For instance at Trafalgar Square, 
members of Red Action were involved 
in the thick of the fighting, and indeed 
led the attack on police protecting 
South Africa House. However, 
commending individual courage is 
totally different from collaborating 
with the subsequent slate version of 
events, simply for the sake of media 
notoriety, or so that the forces of 
anarchism appear as fearsome as 
advertised. 

Having suffered the indignity of being 
dismissed hy the Observer as 'class 
disagreement' and about as threatening 
as the residents of an average student 
bar hy another paper, the police not in 
Welling in October 199.1 provided 
Class War with the opportunity to 
bounce back On this occasion 
however, the stale had other fish to fry 
This time Red Action and the black 
nationalist Panther UK were initially 
pencilled in to play the role of 'outside 
agitator' (Though Panther UK have no 
record of street polities, the rumour 
that the initial incident at Welling was 
sparked hy a group of six fit black men 
who then disappeared, may have 
necessitated their inclusioni On 
Monday the London Evening Standard 
duly reported: ".... police were today 
planning a series of swoops on the 
homes of ring leaders of the militant 
groups behind the worst violence on 
the streets of London since the Poll 
Tax nots..." However, when afforded 
the opportunity both organisations 
vehemently denied the allegation, 
pinning responsibility firmly on the 
police In his book. Turning Up the 
Heat' I jury O'Hara accepts: “It is hard 
to disagree with Red Action s analysis 
that the riot was organised hy the 
police, right down to predicting in 
advance the precise location ol the 
trouble, ensuring that it was there that 
the police lines would he weakest." 
Once iMM Class War to the mate. 
This lime thei went a step lurthe r. 


the origin al stale version, by 
confirming thaL Rid Action and 
Panther LK were inspired • nsweU! 

“Extremist left wing and anarchist 
groups who sparked Saturdays riot arc 
now preparing to work 


together....Class War. Red Action and 
Panther UK have agreed to bury their 
factional differences, and unite for 
what one activist called, a nick that 
will make Welling look like a tea 
party...’" (Evening Standard 
20/HVI993). By the time World in 
Actum got on the case. Anti-Fascist 
Action were also in the frame as well 
Naturally Class War took advantage of 
this additional opportunity to confirm 
the police version of events: 'police are 
the real fascists etc.' Since then, an 
internal police document which came 
to light during the trial of an ANL 
steward arrested at Welling, reveals 
that flawed' police tactics were 
responsible for the trouble. 
Interestingly. Scotland Yard continues 
to maintain that the tactics used were 
'appropriate 

In their own defence Class War might 
say that in contrast to the mouse like 
attitude of the Trotskyites when faced 
with similar allegations, the gung ho 
defiance exhibited by their spokesper¬ 
sons when challenged by the media 
raises working class consciousness. 
And as a consequence this tactic is 
both necessary and justifiable. Even if 
any of this were true, serious credi¬ 
bility problems remain In the first 
place, there is nothing about Class War 
custom and practice that politically 
distinguishes it from Trotskyism in 
any way. this chestbeating fetish apart. 
Secondly, their acknowledged craving 
for publicity lakes no account of its 
objective effect. Even if on the 
question of motivation Class War is 
given the benefit of the doubt, and the 
justification as outlined is accepted at 
face value, the actual consequence of 
this play acting can seem time and 
time again in achieve the opposite to 
what they might claim was intended 
The truth on each occasion would 
prove far more subversive. Yet. still 
they persist. 


iVg doahl. had Unit War been mi 
D trrg in 1972 . would they have felt 
justified in acknowledging British 
claims that Owns in fact they, rather 
than theparas* who fired the Sun 
fhausm the grounds that theijugrt 
antj-impenaUst and anyway the Brits 
were an occupying arms . Lord 
miffnr would ffiHifr Igrf fth 


ikes been in Berlin in 1938. would 

they alto harejdt that Uoebbehhad 


Reichstag? 


Call me old fashioned, hut the function 
of the traditional agent provocateur • 
which required that he do something 
imaginative in the name of an 
individual, organisation, or movement 
that would prov ide the police with the 
opportunity to discredit them • still 
holds nostalgic appeal Now. due 
largely to Class War's insatiable 
headline hunger, this practice has been 
made largely redundant. Today, the 
police, rather than planting provoca¬ 
teurs in a crowd to cause an incident, 
simply walk over and start heating 
people over the head, trample them 
w ith horses, or run them down in vans, 
confident in the knowledge that in the 
eyes of the media at least, the Class 
War propaganda machine can he relied 
on to exonerate them 
Even on the odd occasion a denial is 
made, it inevitably carries an air of 
false modesty ; ". ..they said we organ¬ 
ised the whole not. and the Trafalgar 
Square not in 1990. Wc can't admit to 
this..." The impression of tongue 
firmly in check, fingers crossed is just 
as contrived. 

Britain is a right wing country , lire 
Criminal Justice Bill is part of an 
agenda to allow it to move further to 
the right. The working class are in 
retreat, and have been for at least a 
quarter of a century. Bluff and 
bluster, or wishing and pretending 
the opposite h the case, is no substi¬ 
tute for a strategv. Class War 
believe: “Politics must be fun.” Wei, 
they've had their fun. The time for 
joking is long over. The Class War 
Federation is being used. Either the 
membership are witlessl) unaware, 
or they are witlessl) indifferent. If Is 
incumbent on Class War to come to 
terms with this reality or disband. 
From now on. we in Britain must all 
learn to play hy big hoy 's rules. 





Keep the Faith! 

Dear Red Action. 

Juki a few lines to say thanks for your recent support • all of us 
really appreciated it. and ha\c enjoyed reading the paper that you 
gave us. We're all Mill here, despite Home Office claims to the 
contrary. Still, as the boys South-Side would say. "No-one likes 
us. we don't carer 

That's all for now. take care and all of us send our best! Keep the 
faith! 

Andy Ruiucll.JAO 233 
Whilemoor Jail 

Andy Russell and the rear of the Whilemoor euapees have unt e been 
moved to Betmanh Jail. South-East London. 

Free Sion Roberts! 

Dear Bad Action I 

In March 1993 Sion Aubrey 
Roberts, a Welsh socialist re pub 
licaa. was sentenced to 9 years in 
jail lor allegedly sending explosive 
devices through the post lo various 
targets, including Tory MP% and 
police officers 

Sion's co-defendants. Dafydd 
Gareth Davies and Dcwi Prysor 
Williams (the Gwynncd 3). were 
found not guilty of conspiring to 
cause expkwons (as was Sum) and 
released after 15 months on 


♦LETTERS* 


Whilemoor Jail m m 

Andy Bussell and the rest of the Whilemoor escapees have since been iVlOFC 

moved to Bel marsh Jail. Sooth-East London. _ _ j 

Free Sion Roberts! Black Propaganda 

Comrades. 

You published an article headed “Black Propaganda and Block 
Flag" in the summer edition of Red Action In this article you 
attempt to portray the positions held by Black Rag and by the 
Anarchist Communist Federation as typical of the anarchist 
position on Ireland. You rightly accuse both these organisations of 
having fallen for Mack propaganda put out by the British establish¬ 
ment in the way they describe the RepuMican movement 
However in trying to present these organisations as typical of the 
anarchist line on Ireland you are engaging in some black propa 
ganda yourselves. What you have done in fact is selected the 
couple of arguments that agree with the particular image of 
anarchism you wish to present and have ignored others with 
different positions A Ml like trying to characterise Republicans 

Sion Roberts was framed. He is - ty ** •**«» “* n»U>. 

the victim of an MIS/police joint operation to criminalise the Anarchist groups have held a w ide variety of positions in relation 
Welsh tradition of militant rcpuMican.sm The M19 sting operation ‘» ‘he war in Ireland, almost as wide, in fact, as those held by 
was aimed at Y Cyfamodwyr. who were targeted for their support Marxi* groups You however ignore such publications as The 
for Mclbion Glyndwi. the organisation responsible for the arson Spin! of Freedom' (Attack International) which offered uncritical 
campaign against Welsh holiday homes Neither Sion or his co- '“Pf** f« ‘he Provos. and groups who clearly based the war on 



defendants are members of Mclbion Glyndwr 


the British state such as the Dtreci Action Movement You ignore 


The trial of Sion Roberts cost more than II million Details of the ‘he similar positions held by most other anarchist groups world- 
surveillance operation against Sion revealed in court included the use wide, the recent Troops Out march in Dublin included not only 
of 38 MI5 operatives lo follow Sum on a Welsh language demo MI5 Irish anarchists, hut also anarchists from France. Spain and 
admit burgling Sion's flat to plant bugging equipment Sion hdicvcs Italy.You also ignore the positions held by both anarchist groups 
that ii was MI5 who planted explosives in his (Ur which the pilice which currently exist in Ireland itself. Organise and the Workers 
later round" on his arrest The "bombs" he is alleged to have sent Solidarity Movement. 

were believed so dangerous hy the police that, instead ol the bomb The position put forward by the ACF is not typical of an anarchist 
disposal squad, they sent a single WPC to collect them Imm the approach to imperialism It is in fact a Marxist pisition. held by 


sorting office' many groypj, who identify 

As the Welsh social,* republican organisation Cymru Goch puls it. Nci(hcr (hc AC> „ or lhe C 

MIS h» «r«ari « Wite. I« Iron. by mate any huncs On 

activists in the 30s. hi C ND in the 60s and miners in the HO* In .... . 'V K 

!■*: .he Weld. Socultd Rcpuhticnn Movcmc ... u,,c.ed ,, . „ 

nmibr cnropincy IxuJ. andrffcilivdy crusheda.aresuh IW4 u. . 1 I . ... 

d K .rnd.d.n*«lh«, > in su(i|Ha1 ol M.-lhion (ityndwr lincludiny **?•*"““ ^ * 

Saw's brother i this time the Inal collapsed. Cymru Goch themselves Tak,n 2 Wor * CP ' Milidanty as an c 
have endured regular surveillance, interference with their mail and ,hf P 3 !* 1 ’ has ‘■' on » a,ncd an 
disruption of ihctr election campaigns at the hands of lhe state Cymru •‘‘‘■'•udes ,hc statement that Bnlain 
Goch haven't run for cover as a result. They observe The state will The short political statement that I 

learn lessons horn this farcical show trial Socialists and paints in ‘he paper includes "Wc are opposed lo the British state s presence 


ATTKNT ION! 

ntxppiwiit frcan umber of recent 
|coni|)lainls lh.il m.nl tO .mil. MlMC tfkWI, frOM 
Ki (I \cti»n is lit inu intirfmcl uilh. This is of 
course no! entire!) unexpected. Such direct 
interference has lonu been u fad of life for 
Anti-Fascist Action. Apart from the confusion 
caused by loss of correspondence, there is alsoj 
an element of demoralisation invohed as a 
result of a subscriber sending money and not 
receiving an> response lit related enquiries. 
Inevitably, If this is not resolved, this results inj 
a loss of good 33 ill. 

It is in order to minimise the disruption 
caused that 33e are alerting our readers and 
supporters. We are also inviting you, from 
January 1, to send an> subscriptions, 
donations, postal orders, etc. b> registered 
post. In addition to making the possibility ol 
interference more difficult, a claim for 
compensation can he made against the Post 
Office, if anything subsequently goes missing. 

In one recent case, the mysterious disappear¬ 
ance of fifty books 3vas cleared up almost 
immediately after a compensation claim for 
£500 33 as registered! 

For our part, 33 e 33 ill ensure that all mail 
received 33 ill he answered by return of post. If 
) on have any complaints, or if you require or 
|\\ isli to relay information concerning fascist or 
anti-fascist activities, 33e recommend that you 
contact Anti-Fascist Action direct on: 

061 232 0813. 


many of those groups who identify themselves as council commu¬ 
nist. Neither the ACF nor the Council Communists they are 
influenced by moke any hones about the fact that they sec their 
politics as being close to each other in this respect It is worth consciously or unconsciously while guards 
noting that in their attitudes to trade unions, anarchism and AF. Dublin 

leninism. Rad Action would also seem to he in this tradition a,twin Bi. Pl v In rrnivin* t<> *m.r letter 

.k- ______ Btniikh nfnmv ,k>a « marchm in general and the Workers Sotitfanly 


Wales must do the same and ensure that n is politically impossiMe for and ‘« partition " They have also published a pamphlet called 
the state to lock up activiMs like this The state fears a community "Ireland and British Imperialism.” which explains how Bntam 


Movement in particular. The reality of the positions adopted 
by group* across the spectrum of anarchist politics to the war 


h«d nrodwwc movemem .bro »y w« A concern! .he Yn .he Si, Owmi., I. b turn)... hel«ve ‘ 

pun of the Welsh population have shown ihcir support for Mclbam that you could he unaware of these publications The obvious J 1 ""™** l *V"** n , l> ” n ' „ . . . .. " J , * r * 

Glyndwr by sheltering them for 14 years That's whai frightens our conclusion being that the selectivity of this article was deliberate ” c — *" 

bosses that people denied democracy hy the Bntish Mate will decide The reason for this selectivity is presumably found when you refer "J"/" rM>,w,r " •' " nd ™ IKA 

enough is enough. Mclbion Glyndwr exists because of the crisis facing lo - a debate within the anti-fascist movement over what Red •" impediment lo tbr satisfactory rrsotutkmor the conflict. I <> 
Welsh workers . crisis of job*, housing and colonialism The Actiom members Wt)uUJ Urgely perceive to he almost one and the ***** "*'** BHtisI, 

Gwynncd 3 were lighting that injustice and wc will continue lo Tight ^ and lascl%m lo this perceptual has ,hr ~ dWlerencTs are Just semantics. With the IRA « 

that injustice: Free Sion, a Welsh Political Prisoner emanated from those who would describe themselves as *“*.«?"* ^ ** *" ***** P Wpf>«t 

i otM ,j ...nn^ rmm hr —u. so«« Unhrris it i vwk hup anarchists " It would anixrar that instead of taking this debate head • m< **" ** “ n for 004 ^PMirting the armed 

K5 SJL vTSl w Jvi? no y.H. would prole,... ,v.w) it. hy so^ouiny .nmhids m.ph. a, «» “Worhin, ci.s. uni., mrms the snl.rl.n 

W i__ l., r k^ i n lra ,j ... .ui» ki.*, well he in the pay of MI5. Such u method of argument is not new divide 

«* w»- •«««•» com,n ( «,»... '« i | ™ m : 'y* 1 "?*** w ,h ™r , ' r :.r ■■**-?"*• 

uui.iim to- claim, lo he l.heduriun ll i, in lav! lhe melhod developed hy vioKild nod ihemsel.e, lined np in nn unl.-Kepuhlie... podtuin 

< j mru i-Uh. ro kn MU WnoaB. U*yd. 1X111UC Unin.».n lo defend iIk- emvhinp ol worker, democracy in ,hc ^^Irawe^'Snumkr 1 ^ 

l!SSR hy vuggesling that all those who opposed them were % *** r '** e *'- ’ m “'r^fd tm appearanct of a small numbsr of 


financial support. Send dvoathms and murafe f or further infor 
Omni 0«h. 1*0 Hut 661. Wrroam. U%*y d. LU1 Mil 


ll is inmic that anarchists who set* themselves us anti-state, 
should find themselves lined up in an anli-Republican position 


ustice and Dignity 


experiences at commu- 

I n February 1994. while political hostage and should he initially spared because we were nity level und my reading which plastic bullets extradition. strip-scurvhc\.shoot-lo- 

cmploycd as lecturer at the treated as such - not tried before a ( ,n the periphery of the main really informed my politics kill, etc, etc. 

University of Central criminal court He did not loyalist concentration. The next It was in Twinhmok that I first You ateo accuse Mod Action of nvnMiltft debate on 
I Lancashire. Fcilim o hAdhmaill challenge any of the 'evidence couple of years were years of met and became friendly with issues such as these. You are obviously no 

was arrested in a car. which was presented hy the prosecution and healings und intimidation for my Bobby Sands His death in 1981 stranger to those ‘l.eninist tactics' you claim to 

found lo contain explosives. He he was sentenced to 25 years lamily Finally we were forced to hod a profound impact on me. as disapprove of. Red Action have published a 

was charged with conspiracy to Feilim sent Red Action the leave, being put up in a stranger's it had on countless thousands ol critique of anarchism in a two page article in Issue 

| cause explosions following statement home in Bombay Street in West others. People often accuse repuh **• comment is made on the activities of 

When the tnal' started in October _ as ^ |n K ^ |(1 , Belfast Ironically. Bombay Sta-ct licans of inflicting suffering. They anarchists in most issues of the paper, und We 

1994 Fcilim refused to recognise I n of Bc | tas( | a ihc r MIM j a h »al been ru/cd to the ground hy rarely acknowledge that it is Are The Reds', carried in every Issue, comments 

the court, arguing that he was a ,_. _... . * loyalists during the '69 pogrom republicans and the wider nation «**» contradictions of anarchy. Our letters page 


anarchists on a moderate Republican march in Dublin (and 
Ike fact that you boast about it in your letter»is a 
und in the Irish language reflection of your commitment to helping 
movement. It was a the conflict in the 6 counties on an anti- 

combination of my imperialist basis. Where was your involvement in 
experiences at commu- many years or hard campaigning against 
rl und my reading which plwdic bullets, extradition. strip-searehes.shoot-lo- 
formed my politics kill, etc, etc. 

n Twinhrnok that I first You also accuse Red Action of avoiding debate on 


challenge any of the 'evidence' couple of years were years of met and hccumc friendly with i**uc* such as these. You are obviously no 
presented hy the prosecution and healings und inliinidaiion for my Bobby Sands His death in 1981 stranger to those 'l.eninist tactics’ you claim to 
he was sentenced to 25 years. lamily Finally wc were forced lo had u profound impact on me. us disapprove of. Red Action have published a 


following statement; 

I w as horn in Flngland in 1958. the 
son of a Belfast father and a 
. Fermanagh mother, who 
(had come lo England in 


home in Bombay Street in West others. People often accuse repub 
Belfast Ironically. Bombay Street licans of inflicting suffering. They 
had been ru/cd to the ground hy rarely acknowledge that it is 
loyalists during the 69 pogrom republicans and the wider nation 
and had been re built hy local ulist community in the North who 


sem-h »f employment Soon F ™ m ,h f re ,.5> ^ t»vc Mtltered .he ra.ro a, , 


XX. comment is made on the activities of 
anarchists in most issues of the paper, and *We 
Are The Reds', carried in every issue, comments 
on the contradictions of anarchy. Our letters page 
is open to all. Alums you well know. Red Action 
have debated these very issues with your organ'isa- 


uftcr my hirih my family 


moved, in live early 1970s. to the of both the conflict and the war! WSM, at a public forum this year. 


returned lo Ireland to my Twinbrook estate, on the outskirts resulting from it. The heartbreak 


lathers home community in , , .... . f** 

the Falls Road area ol West always, throughout my early children in Warrington is no 

BeHast That is where I ,ccnv * K ‘ CM px»l*0<.'all> interested different Irom that caused by the 
grew up went to school My father had been an active trade deaths of Carole Anne Kelly, Julie 
and spent the hulk of my un,on,s ‘- and Republican Livingstone. Majella O’Hare etc 

l ( f c and I came from a large extended etc. und countless others all 

L . _ , . family with historical roots in children killed in Ireland hy 


ol West Belfast 


caused hy the deaths of the two 


grew up. went to school, 
and spent the hulk of my 
life 


In answer to your last point, nowhere in the 
article does Red Action suggest that anarchists are 
In lire pay of MIS. Quite the opposite. S«htk of the 
lunatic fringe. ACF. Black Hag. etc. are willing to 
do the state's work unpaid. Some of that 
published would pul to shame even the neo-union¬ 
ists of the Workers' Party and their yuppie 


Wh . _ f .. lamily with historical roots in children killed in Ireland by relations in the Democratic I.eft. As for the rest of 

en was my umi > Btf || as( republicanism I lust read British soldiers, nunc ol whom the anarchist factions, their lack of relevance lo 

2JLA|- m * • ‘he Communist Manifesto at the were ever charged with these the working-class and. consequently, their lack of 

w UrUre * i. K arc “ ,n age of twelve. It was natural for killings revolutionary potential, would hardlv merit state 

■h,T . S . «■ • hcre, " re ' " I hive known nwn> people who „ 

Keni.n «nl w» S™ ,Vcd " * 1 h,ve been k.lled. ,n,ure.l o, *« on 

one' When I was 11 the ^ War ** my pCrM ’ n * 1 CXpCn » » result of the war No-one can ,h * j !Sorth *• ■ Marxist position does not even 

pogrom of 1969 necured. pr»>vided >r ^ ctUH “» ,h,v say that I do not want peace in . 

and virtually all my T*inh«mk I became actively UcM Uanl „ fw my children. ' ‘hink you missed the whole point of the article, ll 
Catholic friends m the area mv ° ,ved ,n S,nn Fc,n 1 tt,M ’ and for my children's children "*■* **««• »>> -> »ctlve In the struggle 

were burned out of their * C ‘!I C ,B c,wimuB "> * r,,u » H ' But I want justice and dignity for *»»P»Halism and returning Tram the 

hlk t h'J Z on them also .recupied 6 counties only In find some armchair 


involved in politics as I grew older 
The war and niy personal experi¬ 
ences provided impetus to this 
In Twinbrook I became actively 
involved in Sinn Fein I was also 


Our home was 


working on housing issues, 
welfare rights, tenants' rights etc. 


revolutionary potential, would hardly merit state 
infill rat km. 

Your eccentric comment that the ACF position on 
the North is a Marxist position does not even 
merit a reply. 

I think you missed the whole point of the article. It 
was written by a socialist active In the struggle 
against imperialism and returning from the 
occupied 6 counties only lo find some armchair 
anti-imperialist siding with the enemy. 





The American 
Nightmare... 

In 1970 the Black Panther Party were planning for 
armed struggle and ‘total war.’ It is now apparent that 
the planing took place at least a decade too late. 

T here are at the reform • channelling welfare member*.' Well, judged by 
moment, over one recipient* into the workforce - either criteria America doe* not 
million people behind were always more to do with qualify America i* no longer a 
ban la American jail*, controlling coats than extending democracy A recent article in 


Roughly half are Mack. There people* right* to a health provi- the Guardian acknowledge* as 
are an estimated 25 million skm. much 

American* of African descent During Reagan's reign. “America la bow *o far 
One la three Mack male* described as The triumph of t”* tkat claim of anv 
between the ages of 14 and 35 upper America' the top fifth of administration t o speak or art 
is either in jail, on probation American voters expanded oo hchalf of an American 
or awaiting trial. Black male* their cut of total household —iHifRy f— —h —R» 
ia the IIS are jailed at a rate income to 50% after tax. iKUMllJJCJHVkiHR!!. 
four time* that of a black directly at the expense of a 10% If America is not government 
male In apartheid South reduction in the income of the by majority rule, then it is 
Africa. Now. according to the bottom 10%. Hitherto, a central government by minority rules; 
well-publicised leaking of the plank of the American dream does that mean it is-fascist 7 
Republican agenda, having was based on the expectation Nearly a quarter of a century 
dealt succrssfally with Mack that each generation is guaran- ago. Black Panther prison 
men the establishment's not teed to be better off than the leader George Jackson had 
concern to to institutionalise one before But now for many, already concluded that it was. 
the women and children particularly for working class and indeed had been, for quite 

Republicans plans for welfare blacks, the reverse it true; each some time. In his hook. 'Blood 
reform include sending illegih generation face* the prospect of in My Eye', finished just days 
mate children to state being worse off than the one before his murder in prison, 
orphanage*. They argue that by before. For them the American Jackson wrote: "Fascism has 
making benefits to single dream has become the established itself in a most 
mothers discretionary rather American nightmare. More disguised and efferent manner 
than mandatory, and by young blacks go to prison than in this country." He rejected the 
suspending all benefit after two to college. One third, of all idea that fascism is * clone; 
year*, the savings from these blacks live in conditions that identical, recognisable and 
cuts would help pay for the have been described as "some unchanging from one country 
construction of the orphanages; of the worst places in the world and from one era to the next 
for state sponsored adoption to live, worse than Beirut "The nature of fascism, its 
programmes and for communal during the civil war". Murder, characteristic* and properties, 
homes for those mothers and is the leading cause of death have been in dispute ever since 

it was first identified as a 


homes for those mothers and i* the leading cause of death have been in dispute ever since 
children unable to survive among young Mack males it was first identified as a 
Roughly one in three US Like Britain the US is in distinct phenomenon. Whole 
children arc horn out of decline This makes simple libraries have been written 
wedlock. Two-thirds of US straight forward solutions • round the subject There have 
black births are to single right wing solutions - attractive, 
mothers The racial dimension In the '50*' Micarthyism was 
is conspicuous and undeniable the common front against reds 
Some critics argue that orphan under (he bed. with communism 
ages arc not only cruel hut representing ihe unifying 
costly The existing group enemy both within and without 
homes, mainly small, private III the atafJKC of a unify Ids 
houses run by chanties, say it enemy luday* America ha> 
takes tl(N) a day to care for fttclurcil MLd— and IM£S 
each child Wuh welfare, the linn* brlttttfl the ba'o and 

monthly, so ihe present system tMMI->nlm* with Iht JlflUD 
is mush cheaper Others argue working class, and in JMflk- 

that no politician could survive ular Ihe black working (lawi, 
scenes of wailing mothers being targeted by the New 
separated troni toddlers on the Right not as the 'enemy 
television news. Hut within'.bill for the New 
Republican strategist* pm their Right's constituency, Ihe all 
trust in whai the liberal iniellec important unifying enemy- 
lual JK Galbraith termed the without, 
culture <>l contentment Without .i vote. «MmR a voice. 

(iulhruith observed ihui the without right* and ultimately been a hundred parly lines on 
majority of those who actually for some without a soul just exactly what fascism i* We 
vote in elections arc enjoying subhuman Wide acclaim should now he able, after time 
broadly comfortable lives, greeted the publication The has somewhat dulled the 
Thus, there will he resistance in Bell Curve, by a right wing traumatic exchanges of dehalc 
the voting booths to anything sociologist. Charles Murray, and struggle to analyse fascism 
that might impinge on that who argues that blacks arc objectively its antecedents. Us 
comfort including demands genetically less intelligent than prime characteristics and in 
lor taxes to fund welfare whites and that there is nothing gfffllL |KAs emphasisHe 

The discontented, many of them the stale can or should do about argued that fascism was mil an 
black, who he says should he it. except discourage them from ideology as such, more a means 
rallying to defend wcllarc. breeding the implications to an end and so existed in the 
generally do not vole. "The hardly need elaborating form' that the situation 

result." Galbraith conclude*, "is An article in the Independent on demanded. So fascism had 
iMiwrnmi'nt ihm is aanmmo- Sumluv. reinlorces the point more than one form'. and more 


"Historically, it has been 
proved to have three different 
faces. One out of power' that 
tends almost to he revolutionary 
aad subversive, ami-capitalist 
and ami-socialist. One ‘in 
power but not secure' • this is 
the sensational aspect of 
fascism that we can sec on 
screen and read in pulp novels, 
the third face of fascism exists 
'ia power aad securely so*, in 
this phase some dissent may 
even be allowed". 

But only up to a point. In 
America. "fascism." he 
maintained, "was in power and 
securely ao .so secure that the 
leaden allow us the luxury of 
faint protest. Take protest too 
far. however, and they will 
show their other face. Doors 
will be kicked down in the 
night and machine-gun fire and 
buckshot will become the 
medium of exchange." 

The Independent on Sunday 
article supported the charge but 
put it more politely "National 
politics and acceptable national 
media operate within a very 
narrow range by European 
standard Traditionally every¬ 
thing outside the centre is 
allowed frtt pirn? but mo utflu- 
ear#. " |RA's emphasis) A 
Democratic campaign manager 
stated the American reality 
malter-of-factly. and without 
embarrassment: 'There is now 
a very simple rule in this 
business that candidates and 
supporters and consultants 
sometimes overlook The basic 
rule is. whoever has the money 
wins and there are very few 
exceptions" 

In other wards, democracy still 
exists but for the comfortably 
nch only. A fascist arrange¬ 
ment. not fascist in the 
conventional sense . of course, 
which in any case is only crisis 



political opposition, only 
meaningless gatherings where 
they can plant more spies than 
participants They feel secure in 
their ability to mold the 
opinions of a people interested 
only in wages. However, real 
revolutionary activity will draw 
panic-stricken gunfire. Or 
heart-attacks" 

(In this case real revolutionary 
activity did draw gunfire. 
Within months of each other 
both he and his sixteen-year old 
brother. Jonathan, both met 
violent ends at the hands of the 
state) 

Confronted by such a stark 
choice - confrontation or 
collaboration - many of his 
contemporaries. perhaps 
inevitaMy. attempted to 'refute' 
him. by defining fascism 
simply as an economic, polit¬ 
ical affair where only one 
political party is allowed to 
exist and no oppositional 
activity is allowed. The 
emphasis of their argument was 


brazenly and publicly bicker 
over proposals to put five 
million children into orphan¬ 
ages or on the street, with the 
principle sticking point being 
cosf . fascism is unmasked. To 
draw a direct comparison here 
between the Nazi programme of 
euthanasia for unproductive 
useless eaters' and the 
American right's agenda cannot 
he regarded as fanciful or 
hysterically inappropriate, 
though given the the parallels a 
rejection of the comparison 
might he. As then, it was 
precisely because the rationale 
behind the proposal was 
presented as being ostensibly 
economic • a practical and 
indeed humane (rather than 
vindictive) - measure that it too 
enjoyed similarly significant 
popular and professional 
support. 

Between I9ft<) and 1970 the 
number in US jails fluctuated at 
around a quarter of a million, 
and of that total forty per cent 



broadly comfortable lives. 
Thus, there will he resistance in 


government that is accommo Sunday, reinforces the point more than on 

dated not to reality or common The New Right are not against than one lace 

need but to the beliefs of the a strong stale or even Big 

contented who arc now the Government They just want the RJHH 

majority of those who vote ’ government to stop doing 

Massive voter abstention. Mr. cerlam big progressive things I 

and atone in some cases, has and start doing big reactionary I 

created the situation, hut whai things Specifically they want to 

lies behind the failure of over eradicate welfare and all wealth 1^1 


half the population to vole? 

The explanation is quite simple. 


distribution while increasing 
stale spending on the military. 


Many -w Britain tend to think of the police and prisons, and state 
the Democratic and Republican regulation of moral and "value" 
parlies as left-wing artd right issues like abortion (no), school 
wing on European lines Bui prayer (yes), gay rights (yccch!) 
they're not. gun control to he disman- 

Each is a coalition containing lied. ..and soon", 
left and right within itself As a Is a country where upwards on 
result instead of a left wing 50% of the population see no 
party in the US congress, there reason to vote a democracy? A 
exists instead a constant and Collins dictionary offers two 
substantial, cross pany. conser- definitions of democracy:!. 


management The American- 
nit hIcI limited democracy is a 
form of decision making 
tailored to meet the needs ol a 
far less vulgar, hut more stable, 
elite And as George Jackson 
pointed out: "death and prison 
for all who object - fascism in 
its final and secure stale" If 
that in a nutshell was the 
problem, what was the 
solution? Fascism cannot he 
reformed so 

"The only recourse is an appeal 
to arms. The corporative state 
allows for no genuinely free 


spiAcsnun fix PIT of hong an 
MI5 agent and his jxxty .4 taking 
Ulster into a united Ireland 
"progressively" Alec Kerr a 
w-rot* loyalist, and the alleged 
commander of the ITT reflects 
the paranoia emanating Irian 
wilt mi ureunN circles 1 Mill get 
ihe Icrimg that we re giang m he 
dropped hke a hi* potato 
w anew here down the tor " 


v alive, block on ALL 
progressive reform Clinton’s 
original plan* for universal 


government hy the people or 
their elected representatives' 2. 
'a political or social unit 


health care and lor welfare governed ultimately by all its T |j -v y Irvine, PI P/MI5? 


\ wiOituu or ft rater i« 


and m atari MfbmAiamL 

\oUttnm, TiwJMr *v to*. Thu 


based on how fascism is struc 
lured its social base etc. rather 
than what it is designed to 4b1 
If Jackson's detractors did not 
understand', twenty five years 
on the black working-class 
understand only loo well The 
system has abandoned them, sp 
they have abandoned the 
system Stripped of all illusion, 
they have voted after a fashion 
with their feet Elections and 
political parties have no signifi¬ 
cance when all serious 
candidates are essentially the 
same and when the represent 
lives of the ruling class 

turn round nalwmdht' rurth utui 
m nahhui abwt all tonr*.w> no m 
(ter. 

Accmkng to Itovtd In me any talk of 
a Dublin ikmcnssm. m ixhcr wimh 
anything ilher than an ink-mat wide 
mere is "a recipe kt civil wof" The 
use 1 4 ihe express* n civil war defines 
a cmflicl Milton rather than between 
cixmtncs So who ties Irvine expect 
k * tool war wuh ’ linkm tv iXihtm 
If x was used m reUxm to the loner lu 
civil war between tie loyal math and 
tfv luuraiiM *Uh» tton. is that res 
in itself a tacit and freudian acucp- 
lanx of all that loyalism rejects ihe 
umcqx <4 the island <4 Ireland as a 
sovereign entity ’ 

In 1922 after pn traded negotiate ms. 
the Insh were faced with s 
Rnlish ultimatum, ifcmutmm status 
and peace. *» a '2 cixmty republic 
and war They ctowc peace and gi* 
civil war anyway and partition 
Then. Bream wanted Ireland within 


were black. George Jackson 
could clearly see the writing on 
the wall. This helps explain 
why he and the Black Panther 
Party were busy planning and 
preparing in the late sixties and 
early seventies for armed 
struggle and total war' 
Surveying the death and 
wreckage of the Black Panther 
Party and the civil rights' 
movement, w ithin the context 
of today's political landscape, 
one can only conclude that 
planning look place, at the very 
least, a decade too late 


Ihe (iti»i»mwvahh. now they want 
the niwth <4 Ireland out of the UK. 
So this time on taxi X is kwatois who 
will to* laced with an ukimalum In 
ihe early pun of Ihe centiay faced 
with the'prospect «4 a united Ireland 
the skigan of kiyalism ran 
‘ULSTER WIIX FIGHT ANIJ 
ULSTER Wil l. BE RIGHT!* 
Ii wrxiid have then, bu wig x miw'’ 
kunuxirs m Glasgow indicate that 
wmie have already made up their 
minds In Ihe last six mimths the 
UVF have hixjghl. <■ bought into 
hall a do/en Glasgow pubs and 
duto Is jxrasaa laced wxh pragma 
Usm the dxmne *4 an iwganisutem 
ready to fight to the totter end’’ I 
think mi Bu exher way. the hulancx- 
t4 Uxccs rntkuXe ihu in a replay of 
1922 it is far more likely to he 
loyalists rather than republicans 
who will be forced to digest the 
bitter pill of betrayal 
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The First Socialist Republican 


’mnc* Comofly wm the only importa* 
and tmenuMKflully known theoretician 
and revofudonary active* to emerge m 
aid and in make an important conthhu 
lion to the development of Martial and 
Rcpublrean objective* in hi* lifetime. Hia 


left a legacy that haa h 
practically all nationalist and socialist 
group* in Ireland from 1916 to the present 
day Groups covering a spectrum from 
Fiarma hail to Sinn Fan and embracing the 
extremes of Stalinism and Trotskyism have 
and occaMimally still do. ole the name 
of GanoBy or invoke the symbolism of 
the Starry Plough, the workers flag It is 
only through highly selective and 
dishonest interpretations tif Connolly's 
beliefs and activities that he can he 
honoured to the cspialls superficial level | 
of a hianna hill honour guard at a 
historical commemoration and as the 
icon to be dusted down once a year for a 
public meeting by 'revolutionary 
socialist' gnups How ra why cwn one- 
man a mamsl revolutionary and 
socialist republican who died 7X years 
ago provide such a unifying force 
among all the conservative force*. ul 
both left and right f The reason that 
such seemingly divcnc sections of Insh 
political life can adopt Connolly as a 
mascot Iks in their luul ignorance of 
the (refloation. praclise and ideology of 
Ireland's first Socialist RcpuNkan 
The only knowledge that most Irish 
pcxpic have o! Connolly is as one of the* 
seven signakmcs of the 1916 Republican 
Proclamation and leader of (he Insh Citi/cn 
Army during (he Faster Rising. It ia 
accepted that Connolly was differtnt from 
the other leaders, that he was a socialist and 
a trade unionist and had been a founder of 
the Irish loihour Party in 1912. He was a 
working class communist from an Insh 
emigrant family in hdinhurgh and organised 
ihe 1913 Lockout with Jim loirkin Mom 
I nsh people know ihat he was (he Iasi of the 
1916 leaders lo he executed, dying of 
gangrene from his wounds he was tied lo a 
chair ui face a Hntish fmng squad 
Mainstream ruuionaltsis revere Connolly as 
(flic of the 1916 hemes, now safely huned 
and not relevant to 1990s Irish liberal 
democracy The lahrair Parly has tragiflten 
that he ever existed The trade union that he 
huilt has recently agreed to erect a 
monument lo this historical ligurc. no 
longer of any importance lo the labour 
movement The socialist sects, operating in 
the strange twilight wraldot 'revolutionary 
socialism', trot out a few selective quotes 
Irifln Connolly s test known wiflis as proof 
that they are not ignoring the Insh Marxist 

I t may seem incredibly strange ihat ihe 
poliikal factions of the so called tar lelt 
expend so much lime and energy analysing 
the poliikal development of the Soviet 
Union from 1917 and making tunic 
attempts to apply the theory and tfMcgks 
of Lenin, Stalin. Trotsky, or some other 
Russian ideologue lo present day Ireland 
when Ireland prraiuced a Marxist ihcoreti 
cian ot equal ideological standing in that 
peruxl Connolly was a near craitempraarv 
of Lenin and Trotsky, both had read his 
writings and he was widely known 
ihroughinil the socialist movement in the 
early 2Uh century 

Connolly applied Marxism to the situation 
of the Insh working class in the 2<kh 
century and wnfle the first socialist intrrpre 
tation of Irish history He opposed ihc 
involvement of the church in poliikal life 
and fought fra the equality ol women He 
was a key raganiser in the 1913 Lockout, 
the general strike that hnrnghl Dublin U> a 
standstill for eight months. In the trade 
unions he opposed the moderates who 
s.iflight t» restrict discussion lo ccunraiik 
'non pofilreal' objectives He was involved 
in the Second International and Ireland was 
one of the few countries in which, at 
Connolly 's insistence, the labour movement 
rrlux-'i to suppori the hirst World War but 
adhered to the policy of the International to 
oppose the Imperialist war effort He set up 
humpe's first workers' militia of the 21)lh 
century, the Irish Citi/cn Army, consisting 
of icvcial Itundicti armed workers, both 
men and women, framed to protect strikers 
from scabs and police during the 1913 


.omoiiy. in ownbinauon witn other 
■Mi British forces, led hu tiny army into 
Moody revolt against imperialism at the 
height of the Fir* Wraid War. a policy that 
had been advocated by Lenin He was the 
Commandant (iencral of the rebel farces tn 
1916. directing the fighting from the from 
lines, described as 'the guiding brain of our 
resistance' and he died one of the most 
emotive and heroic deaths of any revolu¬ 
tionary. After his death the loihour Party 
and the Trade Union movement was taken 
over by the moderate leaders who had 
Imputed Connolly's socialist infective* and 
under the leadership of the opportunists any 


Jntish Empire Crawollv engaged ui a 
long debate with William Walker, a leader 
of ihc Belfast IIP ui whkh he pramed out 
the reactionary nature of a reformist 
socialism' which accommodated it's 
ideology in the interests of British 
Imperialism. Uiyalism and the Orange 
Order The Belfast branches of the II P 
■oem scarcely dniinfmiduNc from wnpen 
alism. the merging of sub|ugated peoples in 
the political system of their conquer" 
When the Insh labour party was founded 
by the Insh Trade Union CMpM in 1**12 
the opposition to it came from the national 



hope of the achievement ol wkialism dad 
in Ireland 

Connolly the Marxist had done all that 
present day revolutionary socialists' 
advocate or dream of in their wildest 
fantasies He adopted all die correct interna 
iMflial political positions of his lime, 
combined poliikal and trade union work, 
wnfle and published and sold thousands of 
revolutionary newspapers 

H owever it seems that Connolly is not 
relevant to a discussion m theoretical 
soc ialism, he is not up u i the standard of the 
international henres. lemn or Trotsky ra 
even Stalin The reason that Connolly is not 
relevant is because his position <*i the parti 
lion of Ireland divs not correspond with that 
of the Trotsky ilc and anarchist sects 
Connolly was a RcpuNkjn who applred ihc 
theories of Marx and the lessons of Insh 
history, in combination with his own 
expcncncc in many areas of struggle, to the 
political situation in whkh he found himscll 
and earned oul that polity lo it's logical 
end. lo armed revolution against the British 

Male 

The aholilMMi of partition is a prerequisite 
Ira the realisalMfli ol any socialist objectives 
in Ireland When (rainolly b pMltiM on ihc 
north conks up lor discussion in leftist 
circles a single quotation usually suffices to 
explain his complex position on a question 
which has changed little since the early 2fkh 
century The ongin of the division of 
Ireland Iks with the veto granted to Ulster 
loyalists by the British government 
Connolly wrote extensively on the Ulster 
Question hut Ihc- quotation most olten cited 
is his prophet.) that partition would lead lo 
"a carnival ol reaction both North and 
South", and there the mallei is qukkly 
dropped by those who realise that any 
further analysis of his writings would 
expose- their pel theories and pul solutions 
lo the problem as the ant i socialist jargon 
that they urc 

r onnnlly hod worked in Belfast as an 
organiser fra the Transport Union and 
had come into conflict with reactionary 
tniK fluxi elements of ilk labour movement 
This taction, represented by the 
Independent labour Party. allied itself with 
Biltish Imperialism and sought to advance 
the cause of the Protestant working class 
withui the confines of the Orange establish 
merit The Indcpcndcni Laboui Parts in 
Bcllkst. affiliated to Ihc British ILP 
opposed (he csijhlishmcni of a separale 
Irish hosed I abrair Party on ilk- grounds ul 
li.icmaii-'ii.ilisni Connolly exposed the 
unpcnalisin at (he base ol the socialist 
unionists who wholeheartedly opposed 
nniMflial tihcraib^n in the cause of a spurvuix 
mipenaliM internal innalism a socultsm thai 
was defined around ilk ink-molMaulittti ol 


ists. the unionists and the Belfast socialists 
within the trade union movement This 
faction also voted that Ihc Bellas! Trades 
Council leave the Insh Council of Trade 
Unions Connolly wrote "As the 
Orangeman says We will not have Home 
Rule.' so the Bellas! dissenters Irom the 
position accepted by most socialists m 
Ireland say We will not have an Irish 
lahour Party So he repeals in the loihour 
movement the same Icclings ol haired and 
disgust of his calholk brothers and sisters, 
as his exploiters have instilled into him fra 
their own purposes from infancy." In 
clcciion campaigns Walker openly 
supported the political Union with Britain 
and slated that Catholics should not he 
allowed Mi hold puNk office Walker later 
abandoned the lahour movement when 
ottered a poliikal post by the I .ihcrals 
In his political activity Connolly did not 
ignore or minimise the threat to working 
class unity represented by groups such as 
the Belfast II.P but recognised them lor 
whai they were, representatives of 
orangeism and imperialism promoting 
sectarianism among the ptiflestont working 
class. 

When the proposal lo exclude Ulster Irom 
the Home Rule Bill fiN enkrged in 1914 
Connoll) expressed vehement opposition lo 
it from both a socialist and Republican 
perspective He recognised lhal ihe creation 
ol a divided Ireland would result in the 
divivion ol the working class and would 
preclude any united actMm of ilk proletariat 
in both sections of the island ‘The clfcct ol 
sikh an cxclusKNi |of Ul*ter| upon labour 
in Ireland will he disastrous All hopes of 
uniting Ihe workers, irrespective of religMin 
ra old poiltkal haltle cfks will he shattered 
and through North and South ilk issue ol 
Home Rule will Mill he used to cover the 
miquitks of the capitalist and landlord 
class" 

from his personal expcncncc of the 
reactionary nature- ol umonist 'socialism.' 
Connolly realised that the only possibility of 
a strong sraialist movement in Ireland lay 
in HflaJ independence from Rnlam and in 
the unity in action of the working class both 
North and South In an article conveniently 
ignored by those* with a vested interest in 
promoting an anti-republican agenda, be 
also wrote that. "The prof»>sal lo leave the 
Hume Rule (nationalist! minority at the 
meity of an tgnraani maturity with the evil 
record ol the Orange pari) is a proposal thai 
should never have been made and lhal the 
establishment ol such a scheme should tv 
KMMgtl wall aimed iuac jI necessary 
PcLMinaiJj i euiiico agree >snilJlbAt xlIk* 

think so" t RA emphasis i 
While attacking the prospect of a sectarian 
Orange Mate Connolly also chinned the 
Home Rule party which had given a 
commMriknt to accepting partition ‘as the 
price of peace thus abmdontng the nation- 


alists of the North to continued imperialist 
rule The advantage lo middle class 
Southern nationalists of cutting off large 
sections of the organised working class in 
industrialised Ulster from their natural class 
allies in the South was not lost on the 
bourgeois nationalists who feared fra then 
position of class dnmtnancv in an mdepen 
dent Ireland with an organised working 
class that rail) a year prcviraisly had led aa 
eight month long general snkc involving 
21MKJI) workers 

C nolly’s prvdktions on the likely 
vclopmmt of a partilHmed Ireland, 
both North and South have been proved 
cancel. He recognised that the naiKmal 
issue, in a partitioned Ireland, would he the 
defining line of cleavage in poliikal debate 
to the exclusion of what might appear to N* 
more immediate class issues This is an 
issue that is still pertinent today, much as 
some wkialisls 1 may hope to wish away 
reality Tn Niwth lost Ulster the question 
of Home Rule is not a settled question ,n 
men's minds, much levs is it settled publi 
call), and hence its unsettled character 
makes it still possible Ira that question to so 
possess the- Itnnds ol the multitudes that all 
other questions such as wages, hours and 
conditions ol labour, must take a suhradi 
nalc place and lose their power to attract 
attention, much less compel action 
Ciwtnolly was purtkulariy clear on the poltt 
real influences that had moulded the 
unionist wurkmg class and he insisted lhal 
no eiflkcvsMflts he made hi sKtartMftm in 
the interests of an abstract working class 
unity W'htlc partition would subject ihc 
northern nataflialisis. ‘To Ihc role ol a gang 
who keep up the fires of religious bigotry in 
order lo divide the workers, and make 
united progress impossible ..a mob 
poisoned by ignorant hatred of everything 
national and democralk he explained lhal 
sectarianism hod been planted and dcvcl 
oped among the proteslont wiflkers by then 
class enemies “the lault lies not with ihe 
present generation ol killers, hut with those 
pastors and masters who have deceived it 
and enslaved it in the past and deceived it 
in radei that they might enslave n Bui as 
no good can crane of Naming M. mi also no 
good, but infinite evil, con cotik ol tnkk 
ling lo il Here the < Range working class are 
slaves in spirit because they have been 
reared up among a people whose conditions 
of servitude were more slavish lhan then 
own " The anti sectarian nuturc of true 
socialism and repuNkanism would ensure 
lhal workers Irom a catholic background 
would not react with an inverted scelan 
anism because, due n> ihar cxpenences ol 
oppression, they were aware of the “sense 
of the criminality ol any attempt to impose* 
letters on others such as wc ourselves have 
worn." 

T he most often repealed cniietsm of 
(‘iflinolly from the leftist lactKms is th.it 
he abandoned his helkl in internationalism 
and socialism by joining with Irish naiiotul 
ists m ihe 1916 Faster Rising This 
interpretation totally fires in the face ol 
historical reality and even coniradrets the 
• ■pinions ol I enin and Trotsky at the link, 
particularly lenin's point on the impossi 
bilily of a pure' socialist revolution As 
previously explained, ihe policy of ihe 
Inicmanonal prior to ihe World War was 
inlemalronal proletarian unity and a deter 
minatton lo ohslruel any impcnalisl war by 
armed force against their own national 
governments il necessary When the war 
did break rail only the Insh. Russian and 
Serbian sections of the International held to 
this policy, other socialist groups lollnwing 
iheir respective bourgeois governments 
From 1914 onwards. Connolly was 
lollowmg the decided position of Ihc 
International and the later /inimcrwald 
international p*Mtnm advraated by U-nm 
In his participation in the 1916 Rising 
( '(MmnUy did mfl unite with ilk crauena 
live nationalist groups dial he had 
previously savagely criticised lot then 
opposition to working class interests The 
Rising w» organised and earned out by 
Republicans who rcicttcd the narrower 
Hraik Rule pohey. with it’s inbuilt commit 
mem to partition. 

The Insh Volunteers 
luJ also refused to 
fight for Britain's 
interests in the War 
They wen* the most 
extreme scctirat <>l a 
very diverse nation 


Mflne of lire leaders had supported the 
lahour movanent during the 1913 Lockout 
The RcpuNkans that Connolly joined woe 
ihc CUTTcnt leadership of the Fenians, the 
revolutionary separatists that Marx had 
supported in the 19th century 
The chronology of the planning of the 
Rising is often forgotten or conveniently 
ignored by those uninterested in seeking an 
explanation be a course ol action they then 
denounce Since ihc outbreak ol the First 
World War in 1914 Connolly had argued 
fur an uprising of the wiwling class as an 
international poflcsl against Imperialism 
and capitalism, stating ‘Wc serve neither 
King nor Kaiser Nil Ireland" He also 
believed, ixhrang Marx and generatMais of 
Irish repuNkans. thai Ilk lar Hung battle 
line of England is weakest nearest its heart 
Connolly planned to lead Ihe 1C A. about 
2011 strong, into an armed uprising and 
prepared militarily Ira this, writing a senes 
of tactkal artkks on revolutionary warfare 
Unknown lo him the Supreme Council of 
the Irish Republican Brotherhood llhc 
l-eniansl had infiltiared and now v<*ln4k\l 
ihe Military Council of the Insh VatMtoO* 
lire Insh Volunteers had been set up in 
1913 as a nationalist defence trace in 
response lo the loyalisi Ulster Volunteers 
However the leadership did not support the 
idcu ol an insuncctirai, w idling lo keep the 
Irish volunteers as a defensive force 
Padrak IVarse and iflher lemons lud taken 
ova from the nominal leadership and were 
turning ihe organisation into « force for 
anned insoncctNin this group leared thai 
Connoll) would lead the K A into a rising 
whkh would pre empl their plans and lead 
lo a damp down on all RcpuNkans They 
iold Connolly of then plans in January 1916 
and asked him lo join in their military 
arrangements Connolly was innikdialely 
swifln into Ihe IRB and was lak*r appranlcd 
Commandani (iencral ol the united 
Republican forces, ihe IRA. in Faister 
Week 

When Connolly was sentenced to death he 
asked his daughter Nora bv any mloniiatafli 
alvoiit S4K. ialisi groups aMred and their 
reaclion to the Rising, saying. “They (the 
sraialisisl will never iinikistand why I am 
Iren*, they will all forget that I am an 
Irishman" 

A lta Connolly s death the k'adership ol 
both Tiade Union Congress in Ireland 
and Ihc lahour Party pandered lo Ilk anti 
Republican elenrenis within ihe labour 
movement and refused lo adopt a repub 
Ikon polky for tear lhal il would alicnalc 
ihe Loyalisi irade unionists m tlx* North 
This unprincipled position also had the 
effect of turning the Republican working 
class m the South against a I about party 
thai ignored ihc mam concern ol it's natural 
mcmlvrship espec ially w hen it took a stand 
agamsi ilk central issue ol an Irish RcpuNk 
during ihe Civil War The result of the 
opportunism of the labour movement in 
this period was lhal even moderati* vkulist 
opinions were not openly represented and 
the working class later supported the 
populist lutionalisis of I umu I all. who still 
hokl Ihe allegiance ol Ihe majority ot tire 
working class m thx* South 
When Ik armed in Ireland in 1X96 
Connolly had cx|ifaincd ilk indivisibility ol 
Mkialtst and republican objectives in 
Ireland 

"Ihc two currents ol revolutionary thought 
in Ireland, the social and the national, are 
not antagifliisik hut comptcmaiury 
Ihc reason that the leftist factions tally pay 
lip sa-vrec ki the tradition of Connolly rests 
solely on the loci that they do not agree 
with, muc h less put into praclnx the polii 
teal theories of Connolly because these 
conflkl with the bourgeois pretudnes and 
anti Rcpublrean distortions at Ihc bean of 
1 rotskyism and Anaichism 
Perhaps the most telling statement was 
made by Nora. Connolly's daughter in 
1971 alien dx an He 

*7 cortuder ihe present fix hi in the 
Vorth oj Ireland ihe continuation of 
Ihe Hattie for which he died." 


alio 
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Red Action in inland have so far raised | 
£310 for Republican 1*0^'* through the sale; 
of Tiocfaidh Ar La / Celtic T shirts. A 
limited numbu of these T shirts are still 
available from nur PO Box number. 







^•ware (hat Red Action tea made a 
number of contribution* to the 
theoretical journal. 'Opea Polemic’ 
Edition of OP number nine declam) that 
Red Action had been banned from it» 
page* Edition ten revened (he fatwa. 
allowing that contributions from RA 
might be accepted if. in the opinion of the 
editorial hoard, they were appropriate, 
innovative, the wind was blowing in the 
right direction etc. In the same edition, 
the editorial board declare that: 

"Our deliberate curtailing of the Red 
Action polemic derives from their 
outright rejection of a democratic 
centralist vanguard party in favour of a 
utopian nettion of the rule by some 
ythk ol homogeneous proletariat " 

As is often the case in these situations. 

truth in this formulation is turned 
precisely upon it* head What is needed, 
is an analysis which extracts the rational 
kernel from this formula, and stands it 
upright Interestingly, in the same issue, 
the editorial hoard also write: 

“It is true that the (utvanced elements 
with their Marxisi lcnmisl conscious 
ness may often be in conflict with the 
intermediate and bac kward strata , but 
jectively, the advanced elements are 
rt of the same class. Our objecti\e 
position in rrlatum to the 
means of produc tion dictates this. Even 
those cemrades. either by c ircumstances 
or by choice, that have become removed 
nun the immediate point of produc 
I ion... should nett be categorised us 
ncm pndelanans...having re established 
the proletarian essence of the \anguard 
rty Isic /..." 

There you have it: the working class IS 
bomogeneou*' i.e. the same throughout 
Everyone who wori* for a wage is a 
'worker'; coppers, screws. DSS snoopers 
- and comrade* removed from the 
immediate point of production It is not 
Red Action who say so. but OP itself 
Red Action say* the opposite: the 
working class is NOT homogeneous and 
lefty elements "removed from the point 
of production’ are not proletarians It 
must he said that OP* position on this 
matter aligns them with virtually the 
entire British Left. Most discussions on 
the left in this country refer glibly to the 
’workers’ (as in ’Workers Hammer’. 
’Workers Voice’. ’Workers News’. 
’Workers Power’ etc) in a way that 
indicate* the working class that they refer 
to is not an entity in the real world hut an 
abstract, (und there lore homogeneous! 
ideological concept. It is ideological’ 
because it has practical implication* for 
the relationship o! the party to the class 
It is an (abstract i concept’ because it is 
not founded on experience of the actuul 
working class, hut on theonsmg about 
the class by non-working class element' 
No-one should suppose that any of the 
papers parading their loyalty in this way 
arc actually written by makers for 
example After reading leftist polemics 
calling on the worker masses to do this or 
that, many working class activists will 
feel, returning to their workplace*, pubs 
or council estates, that much of the left 
operate* m a fantasy land where rhetoric 
replaces reality There exists on the one 
hand this uncritical, ideological concept 
of the class, which is partnered by a 
dismissive and arrogant altitude to the 
real circumstances, condition and 
members ol ihc class itself. This both 
reflects and supports the conception ol 
the vanguard’ party as an authority over 


edge of socialist sect* will he struck by 
Ihc fact that these ‘workers’ parties almost 
exclusively attract their membership 
iron) inc lower icvcii of inc aunttniMra- 
five and professional classes • what used 
10 he called white collar' workers Today, 
it might be more accurate to refer to them 
as petty bourgeois strata caught in the 
process of proletarianisation. Te a cher s , 
social ’workers’, health ’workers’, local 
government workers’: all those occupa¬ 
tions on (he fringes of the professions 
that used to offer a genteel refuge for 
those groups in society who sought a 
sheltered existence away from the harsh 
realities of the production line or building 
site and which now arc faced with redun¬ 
dancies. contractual or part-time 
working, coupled with declining leveti of 
pay and status. The ideological concept 
of the class is therefore substituted for the 
reality of a proletarian class boat This 
concept suggests that the ’worker masses’ 
constitute a homogeneous social ‘Woe’ 
(since teachers and production line 
workers both cam a wage I without a will 
of Us own. Since an empty concept such 
as the masses’ has no real content, it 
follows that the masse* can have no real 
will of lheir own either. It is obviously 
much easier to manipulate an abstract 
concept of the ‘worker masse*’ in the 
pages of a theoretical journal than to 
manipulate the actions of real workers in 
real factories. Petty bourgeois socialist 
sects are therefore tied into the perpetual 
paradox of universalisl calls to arms 
(’General Strike Now!’) on the one hand, 
and recrimination* when real pn detan an* 
lake no notice. 


■I workers, 
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This is the root of OPs concept of the 
proletariat as homogeneous’ (and also 
the nan of OPs projection’ of this 
concept onto, of all organisations. Red 
Action). The central message is that 
everyone’s a worker, or a* Alex 
Callinicos of the SWP puts it: 'The 
implication... is that the proletariat 
should bmadiv he identified with the 
mass of Mgr labourers'. 

lion (if the socialist sects is 
correspondin g!) downgraded. (),K "* 
the most pressing tasks lacing contempo¬ 
rary marxism i* the need to rid itself of 
the petty bourgeois concept ol the 
worker* Uanyonc who com* a wage) 
dial its degenerate reialivc.’thc masses’ 
Red Action would propose on analysis 
along the following line*. 

A preliminary distinction can he made 
between the proletariat and the working 
class. As a provisional step, the prole¬ 
tariat can he positively dclmcd. as Marv 
himself defined it. a* the class that 
produces a profit for an employer (more 
accurately, surplus value ) under collec¬ 
tive conditions of labour 'That labourer 
alone is produc tive who produc es surplus 
value lor the eapitalist. and thus works 
for the self-expansion of value' This 


means that the employer gets more work, 
and so more money, out of the employee 
than he pays for. The whole of Marxist 
economics is an elaboration of this 
principle Tlui class cornua of the direct 
producers who. crucially, under 
capitalism, do not own the means of 
production • factories, machinery, raw 
materials etc. Marx most frequently 
terms it. the ’industrial proletariat’. Man 
indicates that the productive labourer 
produces a commodity’ (product) that is 
materially separable from the worker 
'Labour remains productive so long as it 
objectifies itself in commodities...' 
Productive labour produces things, not 
services. Only in objectified commodity 
production is the process of alienation 
fully worked out. Marx is sure that the 
exploitation of the worker is the crucial 
issue, in the sense that the value of the 
commodity produced by the worker is 
greater than the value he receives back in 
wages. Simply pul: 'Only labour which 
produces capital is productive labour 
Yet interpreted one-sidedly, this formula 
is inadequate. For example, bailiffs can 
and do produce profit for their employer 
Teacher* at Eton produce a profit for 
their employer though a teacher in a slate 
school does not. We would therefore 
have to say that the bailiff and the 
teacher at the public school were 
productive labourers' • and so members 
of the working class • while the teacher 
at the state school, or health worker in a 
hospital or an unpnvatixed dustman were 
nut' Marx is aware of the problem and 
sometimes suggests that suchlike 
providers of services rather than 
commodities are. "pretty nearly produc ¬ 
tive workers ". ie not quite. In discussing 
the case of “a schoolmaster who works 
for wages along with others' in a 
'knowledge mongering institution...to 
increase the money of the entrepreneur 
who owns it". Marx eventually concedes 
that he is a 'productive worker'. But he 
is evidently uneasy about this classifica¬ 
tion and immediately explains 
"But for the most pari, work of this sort 
has scarcely reac hed the stage of being 
subsumed even formally under capital, 
and essentially belcmgs to a transitional 
stage ". Workers of this kind reflect pre¬ 
capitalist social relations. This thought is 
developed more resolutely ’ They may 
be entirely neglected, therefore, and can 
be dealt with under the c ategory of 
wagelabour that is not at the same lime 
productive labour." (RA’s emphasis) 
Elsewhere. Marx similarly insists that. 
"Suc h peripheral phenomena ran be 
ignored when considering capitalist 
produc tion as a whole " Marx is plainly 
not comfortable in identify ing the school¬ 
teacher with the factory worker, to the 
extent that he eventually concludes that 
the schoolmaster he regarded as an 
unproductive worker Overall, he «mcc 
again appears 10 he saying that it is the 
production ol commodities that, in 
capitalism, sets the productive worker 
apart This interpretation is confirmed in 
u separate passage: 'with the develop 
went of the spec ifically capitalist mode 
of produc turn, the real lever of the overall 
labour process is increasingly not the 
indu iducil worker. Instead, labour [tower 
socially combined and the \ anous 
competing labour powers which together 
form the entire produc tion mac hine 
participate in sen different wavs in the 
immediate proc ess of making commodi¬ 
ties..' In place of the "individual 
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industrial proletariat and the agricul¬ 
tural labourers, who together form the 
majority of the working class'.To these 
must he added, 'the pari of the working 
c lass which has forfeited its condition 
of existence (the sale of labour power ) 
and vegetates cm public alms'. He 
accordingly refers to the working 
classes', directly implying the existence 
of sub-classes within the class. The 
winking class' then, is composed of 
groups in addition to those immediately 
identified by Marx's criterion of 
'productive' work. A wider definition 
can he built around a supplementary 
concept of 'productive' work to include 
such stale employed groups as teachers, 
health workers, council operatives etc. 
who. while they do not directly partic¬ 
ipate in the production of commodities 
from which, under capitalist condi¬ 
tions. profit (surplus value) is extracted, 
are nonetheless essential to the fitness 
for productive tasks of those who do. It 
is obvious that education to a certain 
standard, coupled with u certain 
standard of health, are vital conditions 
of a labour loree within the mode of 
production developed by mature 
capitalism. Grounds lor the adoption of 
such an extended' definition ot produc¬ 
tive work is to he found in Marx’s own 
writings. We have seen above, that 
Marx is uncertain about the relation of 
certain categoric* of non-industrial 
worker to capitalist 'productivity' and 
exploitation He elaborates: 'As to the 
purchase of such services us those 
which tram labour / tower, maintain o 
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ever • namely the produc tion costs of 
labour perwer'. This simultaneously 


mcHhls it etc ..thus for example the reintorcCN lhc comimmil) of interest's 
schoolmaster's service, in so far as it is the proletariat and those who are 


‘Workers in uniform?” The look 
n the miner’s face says it all. 


worker". Marx writes of the "aggregate 
worker", the colktlivr worker, whose 
"combined activity results materially in 
an aggregate product" The proletariat 
works under the collective conditions 
that especially characterise capitalism 
Marx then, is saying that the production 
of commodities under collective condi¬ 
tions determines the nature of the 
workforce that is the particular creation 
of the capitalist mode of production. A* 
Marx famously remarked, it is this class 
of workers, the industrial proletariat, that 
is brought into being by the bourgeoisie, 
and will also prove to he its 
"gravedigger" The more general idea of 
the working class' it still less easy to 
define. Again as a first step, the working 
class could he defined as those members 
of society who. not owning the means of 
production, are compelled to tell their 
labour (or as Marx insists, 'labour power 1 ) 
in order to live. So defined, the 'working 
class' is a larger category «han the 'prole¬ 
tariat' Marx used the expressions 
'proletariat' and working class' in this 
way. For example, he refers to. " the 


industrially necessary or useful; the essential to Us reproduction as u produc 
doc tor's servic e in so far as he maintains llvc mHk U*cc ^ equally, the crucial 


health and so eemsenrs the soune of all divergence of interests between them 
values, labour power itself these are Ulttnxately * the material basis of the 


sen ic es w hich yield in return a saleable subsistence, and c onsequently the 
commodity. name Is labour power itself, existence’ of those who support the 


into whose costs of reproduction these productive function are provided by the 
services enter’ Such strata can he said to proletariat. Their wage* ’can ,mh he 


^institute the essential labour infrastruc- 


/mid for emt of the wages of the prodm 


lure without which the processes of labourers’ or the profits created by 
production (■ exploitation under ^kmc Mme labourers. 


capitalism) would be impeded or made m*,* is therefore always dear as to the 
impossible While people occupying the mscis! importance of the distinction 


lower levels of these professional' between the position of worker* who 
groups frequently and rightly claim to he produce surplus value (not necessarily 


exploited, this exploitation takes a manual workers) and other wage labourer* 
different form from that of the direct who only support this function. As he 


producers. They do not directly succinctly remarks: 'Every productive 
contribute surplus value lo the capitalist worker is a wage labourer, but not every 


system (profits), but sur 


wage labourer is a producing worker' 


they work long hour* for little pay). Marx <««wy “> SWP* CaUinkot). lhc 
explains: 'll is therefore dear that the police. P.O* ami some professional group* 


labour of the doctor and the school- *11 their labour, bargain collectively. do 


master does not directly create the fund £ ***** *2 

outofwhich they are paid, although their ££ 
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trf don't make things n ommodiiics as Marx 
|y calls them t ami arc inn the source ol prolu%. 
is Such groups and sirula vs uhin society. while 
re they may reflect certain aspects ol working 
L -. class culture and even he substantially 
jl drawn from the working class, must he 
„ recognised as anti working class without 
w qualification As Trotsky succinctly put it: 

"The worker who hesomrs u policeman in 
K the iemir of the capitalist Male, is a 

bourgeon eop. not u worker" Hoi the 

* function id these 'overseeing or 'policing' 

* elements relates primarily if mu cxclu- 
r * lively, to the stabilisation id existing 
*y distributive relations (who gets what) 

rather than any productive function These 
I* groups oversee and protect the social 
,n relationships, the property rights etc., that 
M capitalism must establish if it is to function. 
*y This service is their use value' to the 
n capitalist Managerial and professional 
K groups such as lawyers would he excluded 
ve from the ranks of the working class for the 
*7 same reason. They provide the admimstta- 
r * live, ideological and judicial machinery. 

* and ultimately the armed force, supporting 
P* the capitalist system what Marx terms the 

relations of production' He gives the 
rt examples of "legal proceedings, contractual 
^ agreements etc.* and comments: "Those 

en gated on them nun beame thr wage 
ir /labourer \ of t apilnl . hui that iloes not make 
r y ' productive workers of them" 


The function of the capitalist 
manager K to structure production so 
as to maximise profit, hut this bears 
no essential relation to the process of 

production itself. In earlier societies, 
production was earned out to meet 
specific individual needs not profit; in a 
future socialist society, collective need 
would determine levels of production, 
entirely replacing the function of 
'profit'. In a capitalist society however, 
the police ultimately exist to enforce 
the existing system of distribution 
(ownership); they likewise bear no 
necessary relation lo the process of 
production. In a socialist society there¬ 
fore. both the capitalist manager 
making a profit, and the police guarding 
it. would he redundant in the production 
process The teacher, heulth or wcllarc 
worker would m*t. It is then possible to 
refuse to count Mr Plod as a member of 
the working class, though he may sell 
his labour, own ihi properly (bourgeois 
properly, te the means of production i. 
bargain collectively with his employer, 
etc., because liis work Is not 
performed in any necessary relation¬ 
ship to production of commodities. 
The disimciion emphasised here is also 
to he fount! dearly introduced by Marx 
Naturally, he says, some technical 
forms of supervision and authority are 
necessary w ithin any conceivable social 
production process. 

"The vupen tsion untl management is 
naturally required whenever the direr t 
pnness of prodm him assumes the form 
of a combined social process, and not of 
the isolated labour of independent 
pnnbicers. However, it has a double 
nature" He then explains this 'double 
nature' further 

On thr one hand, all labour in which 
mam individuals cooperate necessarily 
requires a commanding will lo coordi¬ 
nate and unify the process...This is a 
prodm live job. which must he /terformed 
in even combined mode rtf pmduclum 
On the other hand...this supervisirm work 
necessarily arises in all modes of pmduc- 
turn hosed tm the antithesis between the 
labourer, as the dined producer, and the 
owner of the means of productum. The 
grralec this antagonism, the greater the 
role played by supervisitm. Hence it 
reaches a peak in the slave system. But it 
is indispensable also in the capitalist 
system of prodm- 1 ; on’ 

The forms of 'supervision' required 
within capitalist procesaes of production 
thus contain a social component necessi¬ 
tated by the aodal as distinct from the 
technical relations of production within 
capitalism itself. Marx then refers to the 
change in the nature of this supervision in 
u socialised system of production 


Pan of the importance of this extended 
definition of the 'productive worker' is 
that it allows us to indude in the working 
class groups such as those in the self- 
employed trades who produce a profit for 
their contractor hut who may not work or 
bargain under collective conditions. Such 
groups will have certain divergent inter¬ 
ests from other sections of the class 
(frequently operating under xemi-capital - 
istic conditions and the illusions which 
accompany them) yet fundamentally, are 
situated in objective antagonism to 
capitalism. Marx illustrates the contra¬ 
dictory pressures on these ’anomalous' 
groups vividly: 

"in line with the dominant mode of 
pmdmtion even those kinds of labour 
which base not been subjugated hv 
capitalism m reality are so in 
thought ...the self-employing worker is 
his own wage labourer . his own means of 
pmdm tion appear to him in his own 
mind as capital. As his imn capitalist he 
puts himself to work as wage labourer". 
As capitalist and labourer in one person, 
constantly supervising himself, the self- 
employed tradesperson. therefore, 
frequently works harder than the labourer 
employed by a capitalist firm Although 
productive workers, the membership of 
such groups would lie outside the core 
proletariat in the sense developed here 

As Marx foresaw, the dynamics of 
capitalism generate a further problematic 
strata within the ranks of the working 
class, situated in functional terms at once 
within and outside the production 
process. This is related to capitalism's 
need of a 'reserve army of labour*. The 
elements of the working class who are 
denied work remain productive in this 
sense; that the level of wages received by 
those in work is dependent on the 
numbers of those out of work in ihe 
reserve army. The higher the numbers of 
those seeking work, the lower ihe general 
level of wages. The tower the general 
level of wages, the higher the profit or the 
level of 'productivity' expressed as the 
rate ol profit (surplus value). As Marx 
forcefully expresses it. "the general 
movements of wages are exclusively- 
regulated by Ihe expansion and conlnte- 
tum of Ihe industrial re serve army..." 


such gmupa on Ihe tunicary. d<» n<>( 
perform this fun ction of railing 
produdivliy: they Jirc an essential 
overhead (or the capitalist class as a 
whole, enabling them to hang on to 
what they 've got. Although they may 
he wage labourer s, their uh- value to 
the eapitalbi is in relation to the diMri- 
T***" nut to Ua 

production. 

In ihe era of Thatcherism and its alter 
math, the passages in which Marx 
outlines the social and economic function 
of the unemployed have a weight and 
relevance that does not require further 
emphasis Rut it should he noted lhal. 
relying principally on state benefits, the 
sectional interests of this 'reserve army 
and Us pauperised' sections within the 
working class, may at certain points, he 
divergent from the socialised' industrial 
worker or those in self employed trades 
from whom surplus value is directly 
extracted and who hy and large do not 
receive these benefits hut pay lor them in 
taxes. 

Whereas marxisls traditionally locus 
upon the industrial working class as the 
collectivised representatives of future 
socialised production, it is plainly 
possible that the antagonism of the 
'surplus population' as defined hy 
capitalism, to the structures of capitalism 
itsell may be stronger in both an objec¬ 
tive and subjective sense than that of 
such relatively privileged' sections of 
the proletariat. The antagonism of the 
most radically dispossessed' class may 
well he transformed into direct revolu¬ 
tionary attitudes and actions at certain 
junctures; even in contrast lo passive 
and reformist currents prevailing within 
other 'privileged' sections of the class. 
While remaining mindful of Marx's own 
comments regarding the 'demoralisa¬ 
tion' of certain layers of the unemployed, 
no revolutionary organisation could 
alfonl to neglect such a phenomenon 
By contiast. as Marx noted, certain othet 
sections of the working population, 
although poorly paid and with poor 
conditions, and so in some senses ohjee- 


tively in antagonism to capitalist condi- 
lions, may nonetheless remain 
reactionary due to their special depen 
dencc upon capitalism as a specific mode 
of production Those engaged in what 
Marx terms 'luxury trades', as well as 
domestic servants, doormen, chauffeurs 
and other sundry purveyors of services U) 
the capitalist class, would be examples, 
depending upon the direct patronage of 
the possessing classes. Marx refers 
contemptuously lo "workers in luxury 
trades Iwhol are strongly attached, 
without knowing it. lo the old rubbish'. 
The position of those engaged in the 
provision of aervlce* lo the capitalist 
class is more ambiguous still. Marx 
explains; ‘Whenever labour is pun-based 
to he consumed as a use-value, as a 
service and...not lo be incorporated into 
the capitalist pnness of production 
whenever lhal happens, labour is run 
productive and the wage labourer is no 
pmdm tive worker. His work is consumed 
for its use value, not as creating 
exchange value, it is consumed unpm 
dm lively, not pmdmlively" 

Where labour docs not re-enter the 
process of reproduction, i.c. the circuit of 
capital, it emerges in the character of a 
service exchanged for money in which 
the element of exploitation is tout; "in this 
pun hase of services the specific relation 
of capital and labour is not cimtained it 
is either obliterated or simply absent." 
Marx says. 


their loyalties will be turn fur and 


the political organisations that claim to 
represent it. 

Overall, the important point is that the 
concept of the working class' that 
emerges in considerably broader than lhal 
of the relatively homogeneous prole 
lariat' alone. In addition, and most 
importantly, it highlights not only the 
possibility, hut the inevitably of 
secondary antagonisms within Ihe 
working class itsrff The simple unity of 
the proletariat' envisaged in an abstract 
Marxian analysis of the exploitation of 
the working class under the conditions of 
classical capitalism, is split into diverse 
and contending elements within the 
overall structure of their antagonism to 
capital 

fact wry operatin'*. health workers, 
teachers, DbS ckrkx. The tmemptoyed 


Prts which kmitaWy manifest thcmsel* o 
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sh ould nu t be overlooked.' 

Marx is clear that employees who work 
directly for the capitalist class providing 
'luxuries' in exchange for revenue rulher 
than capital. i.e. who are not being hired 
in order to make a profit, occupy un 
uncertain and contradictory class 

Horny-handed son of I _ 
toil, Martin Jaques, 
contemplating his 
personal distance ■ 
from the means of 
production._I 


O ne immediate conclusion lhal can he 
drawn is lhal the various groupings 
on the left will, insofar as they legiti¬ 
mately represent any interests at all. 
represent the interests of an identifiable 
layer within the working class as u w hole 
It is clear that the social basis of the 
contemporary British left consists of the 
sub professional classes employed within 
the labour infrastucturc (as defined 
above), increasingly caught in the toils of 
proletarianisation A significant sub¬ 
section of this layer or sub-class has 
colonised the ideology of 'ntarxtsm- 
Icnmism' as a vehicle for its resentment 
and frustration at this process. The 
suitability of Marxism-leninism for this 
mlc is focused in its unique expression of 
the leadership' and vanguard' aspirations 
of a sub class that in the real conditions 
of advanced capitalism, faces an 
inexorable process of proletarianisation 
in its status and terms ol employment. 
The relative degree of social and 
economic privilege of these sub proles 
sMHials in relation to the core proletariat. 




position "the venires that the capitalist 
buys...for their use value ore not 
consumed productively and cannot 
become factors of capital, any more than 
the commoslities hr bins lor his personal 
consumption they are therefore not 
pnuluctivc labour and those whit earn 
them out air tun prodm live workers' 

It is of course, less important to impose u 
rigid structure of classification upon the 
sometimes contradictory, fluid and 
blurred elements within society than to 
be aware ol the main lines ol ciuss strat¬ 
ification. It will be obvious that many 
individuals will find themselves m 
contradictory or borderline positions; but 
these marginal individuals have u ncgli 
gihlc social weight compared with tin 
direction of the principal social forces by 
which they are marginalised. As Marx 
maintains, such cases arc "anomalous”, 
'peripheral' or 'negligible* The impor 
lani feature is that there is no adequate, 
simple unifying concept which applies 
universally to the broader idea ol the 
working class as a whole 


practice, their is no perfect commu¬ 
nity of interes ts, culture and ideology 


termed !Uk ttBftai'. TV working 
class in b fact, f or Mara, an aggregate 

of s uh-daamw. 

Broadly speaking, these classes comprise 
(i) the direct producers, (ii) those 
working within ihe labour infrastructure 
supporting the productive function, and 
(iii) the unemployed related to these 
groups Smh a conception prepares us 
for the antagonisms that occur w ithin the 
struggle of the working class itself and 


is reflected precisely in the ideological 
superstructure of Murxisni U'nmism us 
the claim to represent a ’higher’ or nunc 
advanced revolutionary consciousness 
On the one hand, resentment against thc 
capitalist forces threatening prolctariani 
sation disposes a significant lay er of this 
essentially petit bourgeois class to accept 
a 'revolutionary' ideology (Marxism 
Leninism). On die other, its real, material 
base of social privilege, its revulsion 
against being irrevocably assimilated into 
the ranks of the 'working masses at the 
point ol production, is preserved in the 
ideological aspic of 'vanguaniism 
The* working class', the working masses 
beloved ol spurious revolutionary 
rhetoric, are. to repeat, nttf homoge 
neous Red Action is therefore able to 
explain, within an authentic marxist 
schema, what OP and the Marxist 
Ixninisis cannot. That is. why u is that 
the working class is divided into 
'advanced, intermediate and backward' 
strata The answer is. that Ihe relation of 
each sub class to the "point of produc 
lion' differs in a material sense from 
each other, sometimes antagonistically 
so. It follows that claims to represent The 
workers' per sc. or lo speak for the 
masses need to be further analysed. If the 
interests ol the dam ns a whole ;»re to he 
politically represented, then socialist 
pluralism and the supereesston of the 
ideology and structure of Sanguard 
parties, is a necessity. 




The Smell of Burning Martyrs 


arpnitm who were contort to let own security arrangements Tins 
ihe police steward (he march for they failed to do. and the rat u 


A pan from a brief period in 
the 1970a. following the 
Birmingham pnb 
bombing*, the Manchester 
Martyr* have been commemo¬ 
rated annually since 1867 On 
Saturday 26 November 1994 the 

waa forced Id cancel it* commem¬ 
orative rally in the face of threat* 
from a gang of loyaluts/fascist* 
who had turned up to ditnipi the 


the Committee'* mom consistent ally the Commemoration'' 


Thu humiliation wa* the 
inevitable consequence of an act 
of era** stupidity and sectarianism 
which took place nearly four year* 
heforeband. when Red Action 
member* and a number of 
individual* were expelled from 
the committee. In effect, this 
decision removed the entire 
uewarding capacity of the 
Committee. leaving them 
defenccle** and vulnerable lo 
ktyaltsi/fascnrt attack 
Prior to the expulsion* in January 
1991. Red Action had been one of 


the committee waa revived in 
1984. RA had proofed the Mk 
of the stcwarding (and in many 
yean the largest contingent on the 
inarch), had donated £800 in 1989 


in principle ihc right of the 
Committee to invite without fear 
of boycott any individual or 
organisation who they felt might 
have something lo contribute to 
breaking the deadlock in Ireland. 
However, it became increasingly 
apparent during die yean W90 
that all waa not well wnhm the 
Commitiee The most visible sign 
of till* bang the decline in 
number* attending the march 
The Committee had become virtu¬ 
ally isolated, not only from all 
other left-wing, anti-imperialist 
and Irish gmup*. hut also from the 
local Irish community, iradition- 


Ccopied to this falling away of 
support was the growth of a clique 
of individiMls on the Committee 


of anybody, and responsible lo 
nobody. This clique ran the 
Committee like • personal 
Ocfdom and insured on their total 


and purposes defunct anyway. 
Therefore the continued invitation 
to IRSP member* was a i 
based more on the i 
friendships of the individual* 
concerned rather than any polit¬ 
ical prin ci pl e . 


. - the (t) ptjK ^ blame for the whole 


Manchester Martyr* Committee 
folded, only to be re-launched 
ler by more or 
: people lb all unenu 



1990. when 
on the pre-rexl of an incident 
the chair of the 
Committee and a former member. 



Another concern tms the insis¬ 
tence of the Committee no the 
continued invitation to the IRSP 
lo address the rally, king after it 
had become obvious that the IRSP 
had ceased to fulfill any useful 
role. The inclusion of the IRSP 
meant (he cxrinyuo of Sum Km. 
and while Red Action initially 
resisted the attempts by Sow Fein 
to blackmail the Committee into 
compliance with SF policy over 
this issue, it soon became clear 
that the IRSP were to all mrent* 


expelled. Those expelled neither 
took part, witnessed, or were in 
any way responsible for the 
incident. Following the expul¬ 
sions. the decline of both the 
Commemoration and Commitiee 
accetormed g an nhndttf rate. 
Over the next three year* Red 
Action, as part of AFA. continued 
lo organ!sr the steward* off the 
march, lo tty to intercept fascist 
mob* coming into the area On 
occasion this was successful, but 
we received neither credit, thanks 
mt the march 


A case of 'The Martyr* 
Committee is dead* Long live the 
Martyr* Committee!' The end 
result of nil these shenanigans was 
the decision to hold an indoor 
rally in Longsight rater fcaa 8 
march, which perhaps was a 
sensible decision, given the drop 
in support over previous yean 
In the week prior lo the rally. AFA 
i information to the 



that unfortunately we would be 
unable to attend as we were 
committed to attending an AFA 
mobiliMtiaa in Leeds. Therefore 
they would have to organise their 


fiasco on Red Action and AFA. as 
if we are somehow honour-bound 
to defend any daft, half-arsed 
initiative which might come under 
threat of faacist Mack. In the 
meantime, while we're busy 
defending people who don't even 
acknowledge our existence, we're 
supposed to turn our backs on 
AFA m i mba n in Leeds! The 
arrogance of te*e people is 
staggering While AFA have been 
busy heating the fascists all over 
the North-West, these people have 
grown fat and complacent, safe in 
the knowledge that AFA is doing 
the fighting for them 
It would be preferable that the 
Manchester Martyrs Committee 
be laid to rest for i few yean, 
rather than let these loser* 
organise anymore defeats and 
further besmirch the memory of 
the Martyr*. 


O n November 12 AFA turned inn in 
BkMWich. West Midland* fur Ihe 
local Trade* Council march 
against racism and fascism. For the past 
couple of year* this event ha* provided 
the local fascist* with the opportunity to 
cream support from local opposition to 
ihe march, opposition often inspired by 
Ihc left’s constant alarmist altitude to the 
area 

Contrary to the ANI. line that everyone 
in Bloxwkrh is either a racist nr an out and 
out fascist, the fact is that Rkixwich is a 
working- class suburb, like any other in 
the Midland*. Ihc difference being that 
Bloxwicb i* home lo one Duane Lddic 
twe kid you not) Marlow. hi* brother 
Stuart, and a hand of fascist hangers-on. 
ihc majority of whom are barely out of 
nappies. (Duane, by the way. being the 
same man who squealed like a pig while 
debating the pro* and cons of militant 
anti fascism with comrade* at Dighcth 
coach station.) 

Between them. Messrs Marlow and the 
ANL have created the illusion that 
Hloxwich is home to the Fourth Reich' 
This situation is further enhanced by the 
altitude of the local police and Special 
Branch, who at best treat Marlow with 
kid-gloves, or at worst admire him as 





some sort of kical folk-hero A classic 
example being a Rlood and Honour gig 
which was re directed from Bkixwich at 
the end of October Though smaller than 
usual, the police did them Ihe ctnirtcsy of 


scaling off the entire High Street at 4pm 
and provided Markiw with a polite 
motorcade over the border into 
Staffordshire On such occasions u is 
common to see the police sharing a laugh 
and a joke with Marlow It is little wonder 
that the resident* of Bknwich fed alien¬ 
ated; on the one hand they arc besieged 
by raving Na/is. if they give credence to 
the ANI. scarentnngcnng. and on ihc 
other they are subjected to the attentions 
of the middle-class left, a left looking for 
a convenient local-point 
It was with all this in mind that over fifty 
militant anti-fascists gathered in the 
centre of Rkixwich on the morning of the 
twelfth, the aim of the day being to prove 
lo ihc community, the left and. most 
importantly, the fascists, that when 
confronted by militant anti-fascists these 
Arum Warrkm are not all they're cracked 
up to he 

The AFA contingent set about visiting 
watering hole* that Duane Eddie and his 
Merry Men are known to frequent The 
first pub wc hit (forgive the pun) was one 
of Markin'* local* The landlord greeted 


us warmly and asked us if we were there 
to meet Duane, assuming wc were 
fascists' Our intelligence then led us to 
the intamou* Chimneys public bouse, as 
seen on TV picketed by the ANI. on a 
number of occasions, and reputed to have 
hosted monthly fascist meetings The 
AFA crew clashed with fascists just 
outside the pub. enabling those inside lo 
do a runner and jump the fetter lo safety, 
indifferent to their comrades' fate. Wc 
soon discovered on entering the pub that 
Marlow bad made a phone call lo the 
police saying There's a large number of 
NF (!| in the Chimneys, tooled up with 
knives, iron bars and CS gas!* 
Presumably Marlow * paranoia led him lo 
believe that the police would he more 
likely to react to a fascist gang than to an 
AFA rate. 

After one or two further altercations. 
AFA regrouped in ihc Queen * Head, near 
the rally. Word got lo ihc police that the 
NF were steadily arriving there - and we 
were soon joined by a Branch man who 
t<4d us m no uncertain terms that seeing 
as wc were there to meet Duane it was no 


problem', for if wc were all like Duane we 
were good as gold' He had no qualms 
about our mock Nan salute*, and agreed 
with our mock patriotic overtone*! 
Despite seeing our black and asian 
comrades, this clever chap never cottoned 
on Only after trotting off to talk to Duane 
did he realise the true identity of the fifty 
nr so 'skinhead types' waiting in a nearby 
pub. Less friendly on his return, he 
greeted us with. 'You lying fat red!" 

Next wc turned out attentions lo The 
Crown and Sceptre, as scout* had earlier 
reported a gathering of fascists there, 
drinking safely out of the way. Local fash, 
Big Nigc. was last seen clambering over 
the bar and through the hack fence. His 
mates, sporting a variety of Rangers and 
kiyalist regalia, made an equally mad 
dash through the front 
The fascists were visibly shaken. Marlow 
was last seen re-cmcrging on the High 
Street, hood up. head down, scurrying 
like a rat On this crucial day for the 
fascists AFA controlled the area, which 
rendered their previously complacent 
strategy inoperable.. 


mar t ia that hum than Ik e kft had 

dome in tkrrt w«n. 


Best of a Bad Bunch? 

“I 


d like lo thank the James Connolly 
soLiaiion for organising the march and 
.inviting me to speak ” 

Richard MacCauky of Sinn Fein speaking at the 
James Connolly Commemoration, organised by Ihe 
James Connolly Society . (JCS) in October 1994 Did 
he get it wrong or do Sinn Fein know something we 
don't? 

The 1994 James Connolly Commemoration took 
place last October and attracted about MX) people, 
including flute hands and various left wing groups 
I'nlikc last year's illegal demonstration. Red Action 
and the Republican Band* Alliance Scotland were 
not invited by Ihc JCS lo help organise and mobilise 
for the march Indeed, both organisation* were nut 
officially invited lo participate until two week* 
before the march In the case of Red Action, consul 
enng the increasing liberal stance of the JCS over the 
last year, it wa* hardly surprising The Band* 
Alliance, however, were manocuvcred out of parti* 
ipation with a scries of lies and deception* 
oichcstraied by the leaders ol the K’S. who now 
appear to favour a less militunt agenda This is in 
stark contrast lo the preparation* for the 1991 
march. 

In February 1991 Red Action contacted the Band* 
Alliance and the JCS lo initiate dialogue about the 
likely scenario lor the Connolly Commemoration 
Ike had alreudy decided, on the es ulence ol the 1992 
hail, which the JCS weie unable lo overcome, dial 
the key to a successful event would be to secure the 
support of ihc Bands Alliance with us numerical 
strength and militant Republican tradition The 
meetings were set up accordingly, with Red Action 
;vrvmncl meeting in order ol priority • with «hh 
colleague* from the Bands Alliance on the Saturday 
Having secured ihe support of Ihe Bands Alliance, 
wc then travelled to Fdinhurgh to meet ihe JCS und 
pul forward our strategy for a successful - hut illegal 
James Connolly Commemoration 
Until it met with Red Actum, the JCS had absolutely 
no concept of how they would overcome the bun. 
.side from a basic commitment to challenge it by 
team of a call lora 'national mobilisation " Exactly 
w Ini they intended "nationally mobilising’ was never 
made clear and n was left to Red Actum to put the 
meat on the bones The lelt could he discounted 
Locally and nationally, 'he left hnd shown little 
nthustasin for the Commemoration in Ihc pnst and 
ttould certainly avoid it now dial it had the added 


problem ot being illegal Red Actum was already 
committed lo mobilising it* member* Individual 
member* of AFA decided, alter the continual threats 
by loyalisis and fascists to disrupt the march, lhai 
this was kgilimalc anti-fascist activity Some joined 
Red Actum on a coach from Ixmdon Others from 
RA/AFA travelled from Birmingham. Manchester. 
Dublin. Bellas! and locally from Glasgow and 
Fxlinhurgh We estimate that of the 200 marchers 
who finally assembled in Broughton Street that day. 
more than HO were members ol Red Actum and/or 
AFA. there were about M) Rands Alliance members 
and a number at independent Republicans from the 
Glasgow area That mean* that 75*X of the march 
came from outside Ixlinhurgh If the JCS is as weak 
numerically and politically as it appear*, then it will 
eventually he sidelined on it* own march hy Ihc very 
lelties that it is now cuddling up to Most 
of these lefties don't support the march in 
its current Republican form and seek a 
compromise that will exclude Republican 
Rand* in the luturc that * why they had 
nothing to do with the march when it was 
banned in VI and V4 
But it is not only the left who deserve criti¬ 
cism. Since 1991. the K’S ha* turned out to 
he a* bereft of original idea* and as prone 
to double dealing as the rest of the lefties 
It became apparent from an early stage that 
the JCS is largely a phantom orgunisalum. 
run underiuvratually hy less thun a hamllul 
of mdi* iduals Red Action s mistake* at the 
meeting* held in Fxlinhurgh after the 
march, which saw us advocating that the 
JCS alone should have lull control of the 
defence campaign, left them completely 
unaccountable. Wc supported this strategy, 
initially for the best of reason*, as it 
hecante obvious thul sectarian element* 
were intent on hijacking the campaign and 
we responded to plea* from the JCS to 
attend the meetings and to support them 
against such opportunism However the 
strategy of the JCS was never lo oiler an 
alternative strategy to what was being 
argued it was easier for them to simply 
slop hav ing meeting* and restrict the delcn- 
dam*' campuign to a fundraising cflurt. I 
Here, again, wc allowed the KS lo dictate 
a part ot ilk campaign that they contributed 


t 
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little to Despite 
almost £.1000 being 
raised hy the Glasgow 
subcommittee, 
which was made up of Red Action, the Band* 
Alliance and independent Republican*, those who 
raised the money had no say in how it was to he 
used, other than in a general commitment to the 
paying of fine* There are no details available of 
whether a surplus existed - or how it was spent and 
we had no say in the formation of a political 
campaign after Ihc march Basically, as a result of 
our own misjudgments, wc lound ourselves 
supporting the JCS as the ’best of a had hunch", 
when wc should base been broadening the campaign 
and extending the influence ol the militants, a* we 
had originally intended The goodwill shown hy Red 
Action and the Band* Alliance towards the JCS was 
never reciprocated Indeed, the JCS were willing to 
carve their strongest supporter* out of meetings in 
Glasgow arranged hy the Connolly Association and 

_ the LCI (hmh 

local group* 
which did ntrt 
support the 1991 
march I with 
element* from 
the Scottish TUC 
who were 
ksoking for way* 
lo further control 
and lake over the 
commemoration 
The tnith i* that 
without Red 
Action and the 
Band* Alliance 
there would not 
have been a 
Jamc* Connolly 
Commemoration 
in 1991 legal or 
illegal Without 
the illegal march 
of VI. ihere 
would have been 
no ha*i* for the 
lcg.it parade in 
V4 In 1991 we 
recognised thul 
the only way to 
secure the marc h 
a* a legal event 
in future years 
would be to heal 



*4 vf 


the ban on the streets Wc did (his and we won Bui 
for the march lo continue in it* present legal form 
and continue lo have impact require* the input of the 
militant elements wla»sc involvement in 199.1 turned 
it from a parochial affair into a march with national 
implications As the Regional Council Elections 
showed, the JCS. Icfi hy themselves, arc prone lo 
borrowing not only the tactics hut the language and 
programme' of the Trot Ixfl Rather than base their 
campaign on ihc theme of the march and concentrate 
their attacks on the establishment parly in Scotland, 
laihour. who a* the kical council were responsible 
for ihc ban on the march, they adopted instead, in the 
face ol Red Action protest*, a fantasy programme A 
sort of lefty shopping list of worthy causes. (£2t)0 a 
week minimum wage, etc) Inevitably. I-a hour 
romped home with .1000 votes, the JCS not far 
behind with 76. At the 1994 rally spokesperson Jim 
Slaven dismissed criticism* ol the programme "Wc 
didn't stand to win everybody knows that Wc 
stood lo put over the Republican argument and we 
won that * In reality no Republican argument was 
won. hccuusc no Republican argument was ever put! 
The JCS iv now a mixed hug of ex-flute hand 
members lefties und Scottish nationalists, who it 
accommodates on the hast* of the lowest common 
denominator a* opposed lo unity hased politics 
There is little adherence to the revolutionary princi¬ 
ples of James Connolly, and Ihc JCS ha* continued 
to pursue a largely (ln*h) nationalist agenda, rather 
than u pro-working-class agenda The JCS see* Red 
Action through the eyes ol the lelt und view* us as 
an impediment to achieving then ultimate goal, 
which now ajipears to he respectability and accept 
lance 

If the JCS wants to go mainstream' und team up with 
the rest of the lefties, then that's up to them. There is 
nothing wc can do ahoul it. All wc can do i* point 
out lo ihcm that in 25 year* the left have achieved 
absolutely nothing in terms of solidarity with the 
Irish Republican struggle 

In a leaflet distributed by Red Action member* at 
last year’s march we said 


Glasgow RA members 
paradelheir august organ - 
outside Inrox! 


['•mnolb^Uaau ttkjdww-haytMks 
fought Jar - in Scotland and in Inland (. urmrilj 

was a wurkiMj -cims revolutionary. His ideas 
frighten tht hum here and in Inland > tH unbJsi 
«*r mrttd iv co nlumt la tight fur thi ught 111 
cimmemaratf him. n r aba hart (i» MOgt an 
ideological war an all of th es e iunmmuiH> and 
(atilooi.anJht-UfLMha claim hu..ktauLJu ihtu. 




dispatches f\ 

from a war zone 


T hree month* ago when 

the Irish Republican g / g 

Army took the coura ^ _ _X« ^ 

geou* decision to cease f f f O fl T A 

military operations I jokingly f 17 1/ L 

remarked to one of Red r ^ 

Action * editorial board that £ “ 

from a wot 

could no longer be called ^ 
Dispatch*! from a War lam U 

then was no war. I CUM brliew my *™f**”***> “° *• ™“* e *> 
own naivety. b take, all Mm hi n *e *UC who ranted the family home 
conflict lu agree lo an end in hostility *■ ov « ""“i • ** 7“" 
before the conflicl tnmU flm Detcnbm, the *W «d y 
month! after the republican movement ^fompteaely indiKiplined kxd Stttn 

, A _ 1W , rhi . noew^wn . Fein councillor Paddy McManus said 

decided to give tne peace process a *. _ 

chance, and two months after the ***•* *** WOITU * n ■PP c * re ® 10 *** 

boyylint paramilitaries decided to give £"*•'“ P te «“ re •" «““>«»» 

(he peace process ■ chance, the armed »£-£ «*?- 

wine of the Bnlish government is still eMn Ruc P* 0 ” Kem “ 10 “ 

very much alive and kicking. Kicking ™ k, "« "P «»“■** *» "«*■"* lhc 

nTSIS young wuloM men^kJ ^ ^ f™> «* 


in nationalist areas of the Six Counties! 
A few weeks ago. when complaint* 


female officer, who seemed totally out 
of control.' 


were made against the Parachute T* 1 '* •• the face of the RUC seen by 
Regiment for its apparent reign of ******* in the Six Counties, the 
terror on the streets of nationalist West «*»> f#c « <* • bigoted 

Belfast, a British MP was reported in «tarian force *P*w<n| forth 
the local unionist-control led media as catholic bigotry while slamming u* 
saying that these complaints were against walls or landrovers We never 
nothing more than Republican propa- 't*** ,hat unarmed, helpful 

ganda designed to undermine the Peace policeman portrayed by the media 
Process and that no battalion of the To m * kc nuncr » wof ‘ c - * vcn 
Parachute Regiment was in fact based hundred "**"**" <* infamous 
in Belfast Either this minister is a DMSU’s. responsible for the murders 
complete and utter idiot who is not <* urwmed Republicans and civil- 


pnvy to what regiment* are in the Six “»• •"»«* **m Sean Downs, have 


I torture chamber* they call 

holding centre* In short, 
while the IRA and loyalist 
paramilitaries have 
deemed it time to cease 
ail hostilities, the RUC 
ha* decided it is time to 

Irish people. 

▼recently went to court 
I to support a friend 
JLwho had a compensa¬ 
tion claim being heard 
against the Northern 
Ireland Office (NIO) 
arising out of an incident 
when a group of youths 
gave him a beating after 
failing to hijack his car. 
resulting in him needing 
stitches in a badly gashed 
leg Anyone who believes 
that it is only in England 
that courts are so blatantly 
biased against nationalist* 
will be interested in what 
ensued. 

First of all the NIO 
hamster tried to make my 
fnend look foolish in the 
eyes of the judge by 
suggesting it was idiotic of 
him to refuse to hand his 
car over to eight men. 
knowing that failure to do 
so would result in a 
beating "Surely the wise 
thing to do was to hand 
over the keys." he said 

police service, dedicated to the service smugly. 

and protection of all the people, -n* My fnend pointed mil that had he done 


Counties or he himself believes that he hccn thoved to traffic duties since the over the keys." he said 

is such a competent liar that the peuple *** ceasefire. This leads 10 any smugly 

of Wen BelfnM will concede thw ihe Republican activist unlucky enough to <tedre«rtlo tfwse™« 

mj) - be stooped by these thugs at a check- and protection of all the people The *7 " ' ' . 

men in purple berets who are dishing Blir ,.. n ____ fK(H V'T l -, iril . a so. and had the car been used by an 

out beatings, issuing threats, spitting in P""« »» v »n« «*> ■»» cu RUC c#n *** mef ‘ <|Ual,rKa i|le , t ™ niJuait>n for any reason he 

ou, faces,.nd telling us ,0 "Fuck.dT. * ngonrns eaamtnalio. which lewU .0 - ■» was ret up 10 mat a 3 feStZTta “ 

r= ng^ penalty finest "^.^g tnfiwnretHm 

than fiaments of our over-active man- pettiest of reasons pcsipic. 11 ™»*. mikc us mccpiiun. occn _ _ 


so. and had the car been used hy an 
illegal organisation for any itason. he 


than figments of our over-active imagi¬ 
nations. 

Many RUC members believe that if 
the Peace negotiations reach a settle 


the pettiest of reasons 
A taxi driver fnend of mine had his 


scctanan force dedicated to a 


PSV licence taken off him because of *cnrun whose policy of subju 


The judge nodded in agreement First 
point to my fnend. 


two small scratches in his car. When it g*™ towards nattonal.st people is ^ the NJQ num tactics. He 


me reace negotiations reacn a settle - ^ -1 well ,w lim rn.r,i telk m > fnend lhal h,s m J uncs »r 

men, that they will be out of. job and wanted «gl to the RUC man tha we I d^umented £ comudent with a street 

more than a few have ooenlv boasted ,here was • case pending against I* «herc ts to he a lasting peace in * • 

dial Ihey mtcud to wreJk any rente • *™y fmnparrol for causing IreiandlhcnthcBnush S /pumshmcrll heating Everyone 

ment .huh will re. Urem on lhc dole •« »“ "dd.-Thcy should ® , lmd .7 .be bamsic, tnJredukLy. 

TV ‘impart.. of lhc RUC was have hccn fixrel by now Vet wunher «d U tolliargMo tRot Wil I N | ( , 

elewty deowtosirtucd im the New lodge «■»* <* understand,ng polK. ““J (TS bwrtsrerfin.il, admnttng that pontsh- 


Road last Monday evening when they h.*mr 'niv muw Am*™ »n<i dishand merit beatings were necessary, and 

Hacked a young woman for no reason TV RUC .. wty gutre will never be ***■ *??_•«.**?* thetvlore no claim could be made lot 


country by taking all the British troops 


finally admitting that punish 


at all. Twenty-two year old Marguerite acceptable to the nationalist people 

Anderson was leaving her hone at have no dsuht tha, the Bnlish govern- . V, . M The My fnend shut that suppostium down 

eight-thirty pm when member* of an men. would he umtent just to change dedicated U>. all ol the hy y , nl<KminR the C ,J lhaI he is not 

RUC patrol ran over and began to the name of the force without changing cmmmun.ty Since the IRA ceasefire y 1 1^ alone the area 

rough her up. One male member called nustrus, of «herc have been wore* id complaints XeT,^ 

to a^female eolleaeur In aun them and lhi» f*»»ve. much the same as the »f«»"sl the RUC for harassment. WIXIX Inc irK.IUcni occuneu. im juugc 

l B-Spcctals became ibc -fnan taunis. aod vertre, and Zt^T^ZZZZ 

hlankei Fearmg furihe, pb?,ic.. disgraced UDR who became lire R1R. Soth^fOulivrdilMnimpcanl. -Isn’t 


the discredited RUC and replace it with ,hercfore ' H, c | 
a police service recruited from, and “wnpcnsalum 


assault. Marguerite tned to get hack 


or vthen the brutal and inhumane points and even in people s own homes S«» the NIO played its trump card "Isn t 
prison Umg Kcsh became the Ma/c They have continued lo carry out thatlhc police found two rifles, 

prison, hu, it won', wash this time. hm.se-raids on the- sl.ghtes, pre text «*" '"**”"*' ^ ummumlHH, in yimr 

The nationalist people have the nght to and they are still arresting, demining hi January |V7<C . 

demand and expect a mils impartial >nd interrogating suspects in the This'* uiraxt. y«Hir h«KHHir. replied 
' / my Incnd. The NIO man sees his 


into her house whereupon the female P"*’ n king Kcsh became the Ma/c T»*> have continued 
RUC member started screaming abuse prison, but it won t wash this time. ."V’® 1 s . Sl 

and started pulling at Marguerite s coat The nationalist people have the right lo and they are still am.- 
intending t.Vxtrip it off her She was demand and expect a truly impartial and interrogating *u 


chance to claw back *omc credibility, 
and seize* it with gusto 
"And isn't it also true that you have 
been questioned acvcral lime* at 
Castlerragh police office unce then?* 
(a reasonable xuppositon since this 
hloke had been caught with weapons) 
"No your honour, that is incorrect." 
replied my friend. 

‘Oh come now."countered the NIO 
man. wondering why he didn't get the 
answer he'd expected "Arc you 
seriously telling this court that although 
you were caught and sentenced for 
having terrorist weapon* you have 
never since been questioned by the 
police about terror,*, incidents?* 
That is correct, your honour." came 
the reply "I was given a two year 
suspended sentence for having those 
weapons, not a sentence given to 
terrorists. As for being questioned by 
the police about terrorism, well, if tha, 
was the case they would no, have 
allowed me this-" The judge was then 
handed the firearms certificate my 
fnend had produced from hts pocket. 
Game, set and match I said to myself, 
as the NIO man's adam's apple imitated 
a yo-yo. 

As it happens. I was wrong. The judge 
said that although he believed he wa* 
indeed beaten by a crowd intent on 
hijacking the car he could no, award 
him compensation against the NIO 
because he had been involved in 
terrorism, no matter how slightly (???) 
He agreed that my fnend did have a 
claim for compensation hut since he 
was caught with guns fifteen years ago 
he was obviously mixed up with terror 
isLs and wouldn't gel compensation 
However, if my fnend could recognise 
and name any of those who had heuten 
him. he could claim agum in a civil 
suit He did not take into account the 
fact that the RUT had seen fit to give 
my friend a licence to own a shotgun 
and nflc. a courtesy they would no, 
extend to Sinn Fein members when 
loyalist murder squads were killing 
party members and their families 
So although the RUC had seen fit lo 
clear my friend of any 'terrorist 
involvement', when H came to having 
lo pay compensation lo the same nun 
for protecting his own properly the 
NIO and judiciary used the old posses¬ 
sion charge to save a few shillings. In 
the process they have hinted at a lack ol 
judgement on the part of the RUC. ye, 
Ihey expect the nationalist commumiy 
to accept unreservedly the RUC's 
judgement when it harasses, arrests, 
tortures and frames our young people 
Their double standards show how 
openly corrupt the whole judicial 
system is This system must be 
scrapped 


LEFT-Out! 


T he calling of a ceasefire hy the 
Provisional IRA on the 1st of 
September IW4 caught many on the 
hop. The British government’s paltry 
response in terms of talking to Sinn 
Fein, releasing prisoner* and demili¬ 
tarising both the army und the RUC has 
strengthened those Republicans who 
opposed the original ceasefire on 
Tuesday 3rd January the Bnlish secre¬ 
tary of state for Northern Ireland. 
Patrick Mayhcw. said. 

“Substantial progress must he made on 
arms Wc want to he sure that lo a 
substantial extent weapons und 
armaments currently in (he hands of the 
paramilitaries have, hy whatever 
means, become no longer available for 
use." 

This statement is a retreat from the 
original position that there he no talk* 
until arms were decommissioned That 
retreat was in response to pressure from 
the new Bruton-led coalition in the 26 
counties which has recognised the 
grave difficulties that would he posed 
to the IRA if it began to disarm this 
side of cast-iron guarantee* from the 
British that they were in the process of 
beginning to disengage from Ireland. 
To strengthen the Adams/McGuinness 
wing of the Republican movement, the 
Southern establishment have been 
sensitive to their position in contrast to 
Bruton * neo-unionist attitudes whilst 
in opposition. 

There are clear divisions m the Bnlish 
government. A section want the 
homhmg campaign in England ended 


t m A| ■ It has been KhI lor 
2 business 

Furthermore, the inter¬ 
national ramifications 
of the Irish conflict has dumuged 
Bnlish interests uhroad and diminished 
its authority Its every action in Ireland 
is now subjected lo US scrutiny. It is no 
longer an mtcmar issue. That section 
which includes Hurd. Heath and the 
modernising wing of the Tories is 
determined to get nd of the “Insh 
Question' once and for all 
However, an inY<Niuni section of the 
British ruling-class, encompassing 
elements of the intelligence services 
and the more unionist-orientated 
Tories, want the war to continue. They 
arc prepared to split the IRA and see a 
more republican' army, without the 
Provisionals’ war-chest, continue u 
more modest guerilla campaign against 
them They ure hoping that more 
militant Republicans, without the polit¬ 
ical ha.se of Sinn Fein, will emerge and 
he manipulated into taking up armed 
struggle again. That way they will 
discredit the peace process’, weaken 
the currently strong nationalist front of 
the Provo*, the SDLP and the current 
Free-State establishment, and keep 
their loyalist allies under control, und 
ready as ever to justify and engage in 
more sectarian murders of catholics 
Why should they want the war to 
continue ’ Because they arc in favour of 
the Union. They sec the peace 
process* as fundamentally weakening 
the link between the British stutc and 
the 6 counties. They sec the break up of 
the Union as the firs, fatal step towards 
the break-up of the British state. 


But also caught were the insh left 
Unable to forge a separate existence of 
any meaningful status, many have 
buried themselves mstde the Provos. or 
are now wondering if a split will 
develop, w ith the emergence ol a more 
militant Republican group, prepared to 
adopt a socialist programme 
Such an outlook, whist understandable, 
would he disastrous Marxists within 
the Republican tradition should know 
hy now that the Ixft cannot ndc the 
Militarist tiger. No section of the Irish 
left can provide, nor should try to 
provide, political respectability lor the 
militarists. The road to socialism will 
he built not on the hacks of the 
militarists hut by. and with the whole¬ 
hearted support of. the Irish 
working-class. Thai is where the 
ultimate revolutionary force rests It is 
the Ixft’* function to release that force 


armed slruggkiiiiinply a mean of 
struggle to achieve rev oluliunarj 
aimsJlis a laelkal decision "hclhcr 
or jKrt lo engage inarmed drunk 

Likewise, it is a tactical decision to 
engage in a ‘peaceful' method of 
straggle. The Provisional leadership 
may have reached lhc correct decision 
in opting for an end lo the armed 
campaign at this moment in time It ha* 
strengthened their position, weakened 
the opposition and opened up huge 
areas for advancing their cause. 
However there arc those who while 
agreeing with the peace strategy do not 
agree with the peace process Sinn 
Fein's commitment to multi national 
penetration of the Northern economy. 


its wholesale acceptance of the 
American way of politics, und its 
rapid ditching of anything that 
smacks of revolutionary politics 
might have shocked some of its 
supporters, hut it shouldn't have 
done so For years socialists outside 
the Provisionals have been pointing 
out ihui the carrying out of armed 
struggle does not necessarily make 
you a revolutionary The 
Provisionals have always been 
armed Nationalists who. lor 
recruiting purposes, have used left- 
wing rhetoric 

Working-class activists should 
support the absence of violence, 
whilst not creating any illusions lhai 
the polities of the Provisional* are 
about to cither deliver a united 
Ireland or. more importantly from 
their view ot the working-class, a 
Socialist Republic 
There is a fundamental obligation 
on those on the left to begin to provide 
the necessary leadership in this critical 
time Peace nor war is not the issue. 
The fundamental question still remains 
as it always ha* done Who rule* 
Ireland ’ Who rule* our wealth? Our 
land’ 1 Our factories’* The people or the 
money-grabbing imperialist* and 
gombeenmen’* 

The process of the dismantling of the 6 
county state ha* begun Whether u will 
he carried on successfully will he 
decided hy the ability of the most 
progressive forces to re group and push 
hack onto the political agenda the 
fundamental questions that affect the 
everyday affairs of the people in 
Ireland 



For imperialism and partition ha* 
distorted Ireland, weakened the 
strength ol the working-classes, 
expanded the forces of the reactionary 
clergy over the every day lives of the 
people and indeed, in James Connolly's 
memorable phrase, instituted a 
“carnival of reaction" 

Only a re grouped and revolutionary 
class-bused movement, based on the 
smashing of partition und the creation 
of a secular socialist Ireland can 
provide the necessary leadership to 
transform the opportunities of the 
current peace process into real and 
material gams 
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The Peasants 
are Revolting 


Our major strength is also our major 
weakness. The support of the civilian 
population, that which allowed us to 
frow and become strung, now obliges 
us to abandon all interns and retreat 
which does not include them. That is 
why. far us. there is no backward step. 


O n January I 1994. 2000 guerrillas from the Kjercilo Zapatista de ^ w,n **•«*«*<* people change 
Uberacfan Nariennl (EZLN) marehed Into seven town in the state wfco » »** past have protected u*. we and or 
of Cfcfapus, occupied the municipal building* burned official W * U ** *** **** *** "** guardians of 

r-u, lht btoJTL. 

act free over 200 primmer* fat attacks on four prisons. Fifteen thousand turvival To confront aa a 

Inmps, helicopter gunship*. artfllm and bombers were dispatched to rep>lm army " K * heT re * ulj,f “""y 
( hiapus in suppress the uprising. On Januarv 14 the Congrew* of Indigenous >mpe ™* 10 * " ■** 

mi Pomim Ptopte, KM to Mr sMid.ru. «uh Dm KZJ.N. By tott P« ~u»« l. *IU. | y|U 'u« ■. monluy. 

Junuan Ikr ksumm. PHI. dMbrad • mitatoral cmkMSt; tb, iMrhur ? ma •* of ■»«*» 

Minister was forced to icton knlim-m. . u it* --- Surrender has been prohibited: the 


first light of day. This is the peace we 
want Any effort in another direction is 
a deceit. 

You decided to slam the door on the 
2 in of August and repent the arrogance 
of a landslide victory. It so happens 
that, in hfetory. the doors to peaceful 
change and violent change, of peace 


opens. Cfaaing 
heavy gate of 


Minister wns farced to resign. Following talks, the government committed Sorrcndcf **“ ***" P "* **l& U» 
itsHf to a dramatic increase in spending in thr region In august the KZI N Aipa,lsU te * fcn who opt for surrender 
convened the National Democratic Convention. Inviting sis thousand repre- wiH **^ommis«toned However, no 
«mtativca of Mexican civil society • indigenous commit nit v leaden, delegates ,he rnult of **“ mm - toomtr <* 

from shanty towns, etc. After thr convention, the Zapatista spokesperson. l-er ** “ crif,oe which •«*■> 
Subcommondante Mama, declared that the armed struggle would be nut on IO ** u%ek%s » nd »«cnle will be 
hold: **We are moving to one side; although we are not g*nng away " compensated m the thunderbohs which 
On January 12, 1993, The Guardfau’s editorial cuanmeated: “Kven when the l,|hl “P *** The light will 
C'hiapos exploded a year ago. this could still he treated more as a romantic I °* ede ** > Sorth and 

echo of the post peasant rebellions, complete with hurroa and sombreros, than ^ in the Mar de Plata, in the 

as a serious warning for the present day.” A serious warning' in November And “’ the land of Artigas. Paraguay 
•M, that the EZLN were hack, ami that the grievances had not been ** * th, l V nvcrt f d •** ***** 
addressed during the craseflre, was ignored. The collapse of the Mexican p y r * m ^ wh * c * “ L * ,in America. 
PTOo, Mamed on the “unexpected re-appearancc of thr Zapatista rebeto' has is nor on our side; rt has never 

rr^Bcvmd the world’s attention on the region of Chiapas. In November 1994, '?* n ™ !*. ^ °^ thc . dl * pot,CMcd 
Subcommondante Martov outlined the renaons far the renewal of the armed * — 

Sniggle la an open letter to Krnesto Zedillo. President of Mexico. ■"* or wh * ch "• W ta oar chests and 

i tod UKX Ike !7lh of cantinums iMruunm of airptmei, of «*“ «« f* ■*» ■» ** 

I November 1994. I have “Hercules' transports wtuch move men the true men and women of 


one is closed toe other 
the door to a peace fi 
democracy opened the 


The stupidity which has guided your 
conduct ui Chiapas has bcatra me back 
to reality; toe system of the party Stale 


been on thr side of the dispossessed 
But the historic logic, the shame and 
ardor which we feel in our chests and 


i errand,), tod »KX the I7(h of comtouou. .Kntooto of of *" .P* "• * 

I November 1994. I have “Hercules' transport* which move men the true men and wixncn of 

X been given the baton of the and military supplies to the units used , n _, 

supreme command of the rebel forces, against insurgents on the Guatemalan d.alotue Ta 

and consequently I assume the respon- border The foreign military -advisors’ C(lf JLndrr of dL Si n i 

sibilrty of responding to you in the (and I want to say dearly that they are 


vibilNy of responding to you in the (and I want to say clearly that they are re|ec1 ^ 

name of all our Army. not Argentinian because these animals ** 2*5 rfS*!US*’ 

In this your first speech as the have n o country) have their pupils y that after years of war and 

PrMHfcM.^pton.otoywdMitoto ptof-tod You h.« to* UM. I 

seek negotiatnats as a way of resolving assume that ymi are ready. We know yiM1 " 

(he conflict and you offer us that road the number aad location of your troops. That it is best to do it m>w Th^ wL 
Mister Zedillo, it i* toy duty to say to your genera, stnnegy and a few tacbc.1 

you that we do imx believe you You are plans Unfonunately wc can do nothing ^ -voided 1 The one which we bee-fi 

nort Of a vvstem which h*v ^ nrJ..w.l «wl ss/« ® ** aVOK>Cd H* <ine Wh,th he # ,m 


thousands of deaths and great dcstruc- 

the number Jdk^L^vJTu^T '**'■ VOU 1 W ' 11 ** up nc P* m ' n * 
the number aad kicatton of your troops. That it is best to do know That war 


you that we do not believe you. You are plans. Unfortunately wc can do nothing 
part of a system which has arrived at on political and military terms. We are 


the greatest aberration, resorted to surrounded militarily and this prevents f -* - "~T T?.7^7 , 

assassination in order to settle iU a military action of any breadth Our ()r Ihc M h h . . 

differences as if you were a group of repealed declarations against the ^ . inc , vn „ „ • 

criminals. You do not conduct yourself increase of your belligerent prepare * t 7nv/™ Jn, .„ ,IL'!I 

as a representative of the Nation, you tions have only frustrated and bored the . . 

speak with an enormous Main on your Nation. Z 

word: the stain of the blood of You should know that I have circulated noiinr-j IMMI kHi.nd 
thousands of assassinatiom. including orders th* the totolKy of the members 

those which belong to your own potit- of the CCRI remain in rearguard in ^ jL.tr for 

ICM crck, . MKO which com, toe or*, to (wom* du. J ™ 

liwnulioiul RevolulKinv) Ptoy Why direction o( out jure crerec not he Iom. { ii* “ '?!, 


against your system by making legiti¬ 
mate use of self-defence and rebellion? 


Institutional Revolutionary Party. Why direction of < 


liberty. This it the war which all 


should wc believe in the sincerity of a Know as well that, as in January, the M^ans suffer and which 


negotiated solution? 


military k*dm will be at the front of to an end. Once it ends, the other 


from the beginning of the presidential the different units I will do the same. I ^ war evtryome i war ’ wl || estiMiush 
assessment, the amount of troops have have made the necessary preparations ^ „ wi ii hv 

increased and the reinforcement of a so that my successors in the military , Mvi Uke a y 

clear disposition to annihilation is leadership can assume their responsi- nig ) Hrnarc w hich 
cvidenl From the Nth day of hlmcs with<iui major pmWetm in case kojicj hs the UNiHBv * 1 
November there arc obvious and I should die 


your stale of decomposition Having 
had the opportunity to deactivate the 
political knot of die conflict, you not 
only maintained it. you tightened it and 
incorporated sectors which were once 

on the margin in the_ 

extremes of polarisation. 

The deterioration is 
irreversible; the middle 
ground has disappeared 
and the extremes 
confront themselves 
demanding the extermi¬ 
nation of the other. We 
have grown by tern of 
thousands. As I pointed 
out to you. the supreme 
government has always 
token pertinent measures 
and token us out of a 
problem and made us 
grow. Instead of risking 
extinction by political 
isolation, by a vacuum, 
the government, with its 
clumsy local and 
regional politics, 
oxygenated a fire which 
will ultimately consume I 
it 

You must disappear, not just because 
you represent a historic aberration, a 
human negation and a cynical cruelty; 
you should disappear also because you 
represent an insult to intelligence. You 
made us possible, you made us grow. 
We art your other, your Siamese 
opposite. In order for us to disappear 
you must disappear as well. 

We know that our refusal for a dialogue 
in the conditions which you propose 
will make a military solution your first 
choice in future decisions. We do not 
fear death nor the judgement of history 
If in truth the entire country is willing 
to submit its desires for 
K!' H liberty and democracy. 
Bto-J then the clamour for our 


amtihilabon will be gigantic and you 
will not have to worry High military 
commanders say they will annihilate us 
all in a few hours, days if the weather 
is bad. Therefore, the stock market may 
suffer a few days of uncertainty. 

If. on the other hand as we believe, the 
people of Mexico wish to listen to our 
rebel cry fcr dignity, then millions of 
voices will unite with our demands for 
the three conditions far a dignified 
peace democracy, liberty and justice 
You are no longer you. You are the 
personification of an uniust svsiem. 
anti-democratic and criminal. We. the 
-illegals*, the ’transgressors of the 
Inw". the 'professionals of violence', 
the * nameless’ ones, are today and 
always, the hope of everyone. 

That is all. Mister Zedillo I have 
spoken to you with sincerity, in a way 
m which I don't believe you have 
spoken to me. I repeat our demands for 


JjUfc omiihimi■ink Mgrvuv SurrvntUr in* 
be en prohibit ed* ~A 


peace: democracy, liberty and justice 
for afl Mexicans 

As long as these demands remain 
unresolved there will be war in 
Mexican territory. 

Health and a parachute for that cliff 
which exirtx in your tomorrow.'' 

From thr Mountains of Southeast 


Marcos. Mexico. November of 1994. 

At the time of going to press, the EZLN 
are supporting the opposition leader. 
Amado Avendano. whose parallel rebel 
government commands the loyalty of at 
least three dozen towns in the Chiapas 
region. Avendano was cheated of 
election victory by government-led 
voting fraud. 


Time To Go - home! 


Urjy i the prisoners wc say 
I he confident, because 
JL we arc confident Wc 
are iwh going lo stop until all of 
you arc home.” These arc Ihc 
words of Mairead Ni h Admail I. 
wife of Irish Republican POW. 
Fcilim () hAdmaill. currently 
serving a 25 year sentence in 
Britain. 

Despite being into the fifth month 
of the IRA s cessation of opera¬ 
tions the British government are 
still insisting, in ihc words of 
British Security Minister. John 
Wheeler (responding to Saome's 
call for the release of all political 
prisoners) "Well. I can help ihcm 
with that. We have no political 
prisoners” 

At the end of any armed conflict it 
is universally accepted that one of 
the first issues to be addressed is 
that of Ihc release of prisoners 
During ihc last 25 years of ihc 
conflict 60,000 • one in icn of the 
nationalist population have been 
imprisoned as a result of Ihc war 
in the North of Ireland. On I 
December 1994. there were 563 
Irish political POWs being hckl in 
jails throughout Ireland. Britain. 
I uropc and the US. It is (hose 
being held outside of Ireland who 
suffer particular hardship with 
POWs and families being 
separated by long distances. 

In Britain (here are currently over 
.¥) Irish political prisoners being 
held captive, some of whom have 
been subjected to severe brutality 
recently. 

Following the escape attempt 
Irom Whitcmoor jail by five 
Republican POWs and another 


prisoner. Andy Russell, some of 
ihcm were beaten on a continuous 
basis fix up lo five hours after 
wards. Gilbert McNamcc and 
Liam McCoucr were attacked, 
resulting in Liam needing II 
Mitchcs in a head wound Dingus 
Magee was cominously beaten 
until he became badly concussed 
Andy Russell, ihc only non IRA 
prisoner on (he escape attempt, 
suffered lom ligaments and face 
injuries in healings which occured 
every 10-20 minutes over a five 
hour period. Following the attack, 
he was physically unable lo dress 
himself. 

Andy's brother described ihc 
attack: ”1 was prepared for him lo 
he haltered a hit hut not fur 
anything like what I saw lie can't 
move one of his arms at all as the 
ligaments are so badly tom Both 
of his eyes have been blackened 
and in one of them you can't see 
any while at all. only red. Andy 
told me he was thrown face down 
onto a cell (!»** and held there 
while his head wus yanked hock 
and he was kicked repeatedly in 
ihc face." 

At the moment, the prisoners (the 
other two are Peter Sherry and 
loam O'Dwycri are being held at 
Bclmursh jail in solitary 23-hour 
lock up. ore cither left naked or 
fixeed to war Muc and yclkrn 
monkey Mills', having lo endure 
ixal and strip searches and have 
refused visits because the authix 
ilies are msiMing that they are 
dosed visits. 

In a further development. 
Republican POWs held in Full 
Sutton jail tilled fix an end to the 


use of Special Security Units. 

In a statement received by Red 
Action, they explained: "The 
SSU’s are not. as some of the 
newspapers would have their 
readers hdicvc. five star hotels 
They are modem day dungeons 
of ihc British prison system 
where no mtxt than seven or 
eight prisoners (mostly 
Republican prisoners) ore incar 
ceratcd in very claustrophobic 
conditions at any one time. 
'Throughout the years that repub¬ 
lican prisoners have been held in 
SSUs they have, along with non- 
poliiical prisoners, fought and 
wixi concession to try and 
humanise their incarceration. Bui 
we the Republican prisoners now 
held in Full Sutton's SSU know 
that the SSUs are inhuman and 
damaging lo our physical and 
psychological health and have 
informed ihc prmxi admimstra 
lion that we are no longer 
prepared to tolerate being held in 
SSlIs. 

“As from 15.12.94 we have 
withdrawn all co-operation in 
running ihc SSU and we are 
demanding lo he taken nut of the 
SSU and transferred lo prisons in 
Ireland pending our eventual 
release through amnesty ” 

The prisoners in Full Sutton have 
recently been subjected to 23- 
hour lock-up after being told, 
without Inundation, that a number 
of incendiary devices had been 
found: given Ihr complete 
absence of any media coverage 
this has pmhaMy more to do with 
ihc regime figuring out a response 
lo the POWs' demands than an 


pi 
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actual find. 

«d Action have attended 

(he various pickets at 
XX.Bclmarsh and the Home 
Office calling fix an end lo the 
brutality and immediate imple¬ 
mentation of ihc Ferrers Report 
which called fur the transfer of 
Irish prisoners in Ragland hack to 
•he six counties to be nearer their 
families. 

We have also pledged our full 
support pending the fixmaiHXi of 
Saoirsc groups in Britain: in 
Dublin, where groups have been 
formed, our members art already 
active 

Despite the feeling of urgency 
many of the campaigners fed in 
bringing about the release of the 
prisoners, one thing is far sure: the 
prisoners themselves refuse to he 
used as bargaining chips in the 
process of bringing about an 
agreement. As one POW being 
held in Britain lold a Red Action 
member recently. 

“I knew no one who would 
trade their sentence and 
coodemn future new rations to 
the corrupt state in the North of 


HOOK OTTFR 

The hunger strike hook 'At or Meekly Serve M\ Time has 
J quickly become everyone's book of the year for IW4 
ll is the moving anil powerful shin of the H-Block struggle 
from 1976 HI told through the words of the l*()Wx 
themsclv(K \ rev iew issue 69 1 

far we*ve sold over Kit copies li is still available to readers 

sellers or from the Box numbers, including p&p. 

CARDS 

It is important that we continue to demonstrate our 
sotteiity with the POWi With this in mind Red krtkm 
h.is produced .i ict v.u.is culling ftti ** \inm-st\ far iiisii 
Political Prisoners !* 4 

(birthdays during (lie coming year. It is something that can be 
done with the minimum effort but at the same is well appre¬ 
ciated. Packs of 10 cards are available at t2 Irom your KA 
seller or from the Box numbers at £2.50 (include pAtpi and 
included is a full list of Irish POWs held m Britain i All 
| profits fixm the sale ol curds go to P<)W welfare) 





Brian Campbell and Frilim O Hagan, editors of the hook of 
the year. Nor Meekly Serve My Time 





Book him 
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Revolution is Illegal 


‘'Rirning Up 
Larry 6 


the Heat\ 
Ham. 


T he very first thing that need* to 
he understood when reading ih»* 
hook it to recognise and accept 
that the author i* a conspiracy theorist. 
That is not to say that his theories are 
always wrong, but like many of his 
specie* he arrives at the conclusion in 
advance of the evidence. Having 
arrived at the conclusion first, the 
motivation for the consequent research 
is not to establish the veracity of his 
argument, but simply to verify hi* 
initial suspicion, so unhelpful facts arc 
discarded. To illustrate the point one 
need only examine the chapter* 
concerning Red Action. Therein lies 
the dissection of the core concern: the 
MI5 manipulation of groups on both 
the far-left and the far-right. O'Hara 
outlines a plausible scenario where 
despite, or more accurately, because of 
the end of the cold war. MIS 'seeks to 
expand its empire in order to survive*. 
In the absence of a credible lerronxi 
threat to the stale domestically. O'Hara 
argue* it is in MIS's self-interest to 
create the 'links* to make such a threat 
tangible: "It wouldn't be a question of 
plucking such link* entirely from thin 
air • the sympathies of Red Action and 
fascists toward* different paramilitary 
group* in Northern Ireland is well 
known. There is a world of difference 
though between a general affinity up to 


and including propa¬ 
ganda distribution, 
and operational 
links, and it is these 
that MI5 may well 
have set about manufacturing 
Central to this thesis is the circum¬ 
stances surrounding, and MI5 
involvement in. two separate court 
case* in 1993 involving 3wo different 
members of Red Action.': "Put simply, 
given that RA have always had a line of 
militant verbal support for the armed 
Republican cause, two things need to 
be explained: why Hayes and indeed 
Heffcman...should have decided to 
become operational when they did. and 
and why it had not happened to them 
(or any other RA members) earlier*’. 
O'Hara suggest* that 'in line with MI5 
strategy, they got one or more of their 
agent* within the IRA to suggest the 
abandoning, or suppon the removal of, 
the previous taboo concerning the 
British far-left...Given that there are 
very few on the British Left who would 
consider becoming active on behalf of 
the IRA/INLA. then picking such 
people back in England would be a 
relatively easy task." 

This line of argument is sparked by the 
suppression for thirty-three days of the 
video stills of suspects taken outside 
Hamid* shortly before an explosion 
there which was claimed by the IRA 
According to O'Hara. MI5 had the 
video stills suppressed deliberately, 
because they knew the identity of the 
suspects shonly after 'if not before’ the 
bomb was planted The motive for 
suppression which I favour most, is 


that Mb wanted the 
suspects to cany out 
further actions... the 
nunc bomb* ..planted 
the better it would he ' 
O'Hara's suspicion is 
that their subsequent 
activities 'may have 
(despite them not 
knowing it) fitted into a 
state agenda as well a* an IRA one ... 
what I am saying i* that the timing is 
crucial - why then and not earlier.' 

The problem for O'Hara is that none of 
the activists to which he refer* made 
statement* to the police. Consequently, 
neither O’Hara or anyone outside the 
IRA can know when they became 
operational - so his analysis rests exclu¬ 
sively on when they got caught' The 
O'Hara rationale is that neither they nor 
indeed any other 'English leftist' would 
never become involved in such activity 
had they not been manipulated by the 
secret state. So for the author they are 
• presumed innocent. 

However, unable to 
ignore the evidence 
entirely he ha* sought to 
suggest their 'half- 
innocence' by 

concocting a theoretical 
plea bargain, that they 
were duped To this end. 
he introduce* a whole 
shoal of red herrings 
including one. which he 
actually introduces a* a 
'bi/arrc tale’: "there was 
a third person at the 
house when police 
arrived, allegedly an 
Irish Sinn Eem member, 
who is supposed to have 
been the person who 
fired the shot* at police. 

If such a person doc* 
exist, and was there 
doing such things, it 
beggar* belief that they 
weren't arrested and 


all sort* of 
questions ‘ From O'Hara's standpoint it 
is preferable to invent a mythical third 
party to which the shooting can then be 
attributed, rather than wrestle with the 
uncomfortable reality of the two 
English-born defendants and the 
smoking gun? Presumably, an Irish 
Sinn Fein member is more likely to 
have tried to kill a copper than any 
English 'lefty' even if the latter is in the 
IRA Or at least that is clearly what 
O'Hara would like to believe. (The 
basis for the 'bizarre tale* wa* a report 
in the Guardian that in addition to the 
two IRA men charged, a third man was 
also arrested. The identity of Ihc thud 
man*’ The poor bastard who lived 
upstairs and was arrested hy mistake ) 
The subliminal concern throughout is 
not that these particular IRA/INI.A 
members be proved 'innocent' hut that 
their undeniable organic link to the 
British left doesn't tarnish the latter's 
carefully nurtured tradition ol essen¬ 


tially harmless eccentricity: "Whatever 
the specifics of RA’s position on 
Ireland, the persecution of RA is not 
just a matter for their own members. H 
ha* a knock on effect aero** the extra¬ 
parliamentary left ... if the overall 
analysis of MI5 strategy in this book is 
right, the above are questions of great 
relevance to all radical activists. But 
kart mBi tbdr itnettlton’ (RA 



Police disjiMiitliin: IK \ Yokaieer l\m u It 

Itiye*' vimuiit attempt to improve I \ tcccp 
lion on tin Isle ol Dogs. 


emphasis) 

And The reaction by Red Action in 
their paper to the jailing of Hayes and 
Taylor, while understandable, i* one 
that is going to secure them continuing, 
and even escalated. MI5 attenuon ... 

| and | MD will use it to justify targeting 
anyone in the periphery of Red 
Action/Anti-Fa*ci*l Action a* thereby 
linked to an insurrectionary (ie. 
terrorist) organisation" 

Only from this ultra-liberal standpoint 
is O'Hara’s reaction to this state ol 
affair* 'understandable" Red Action 
and AFA were being targeted year* 
before the incidents to which he refer*. 
I9H4 in the case of RA Any organisa¬ 
tion that consider* it* activities 
worthwhile recognises that slate 
surveillance goe* with the territory A* 
regards the reaction of Red Action, thi* 
was entirely consistent with many 
similar public statement* made prior 
to events However. O'Hara clearly 
regards such consistency as irrespon 
sible. larry. let me let you in on a 
secret. Revolutionary activity IS. by 
definition, irresponsible - revolution is 
likgal 

The value of this hook is that it raise* 
the question studiously ignored by the 
left of state infiltration anti mampula 
tion For O'Hara, quite correctly, the 
question* raised throughout are not on 
the basis of if or muybe but on who. 
where und when. Recommended with 
reservation* 


[Taking Sides 

‘Beyond the Troubles’ 

Peter Hadden 

Beyond The Troubles’ claim* to he a 
socialist analysis’ of the Irish war 
written from the perspective of a 
leading member of Militant Most of 
the British left ha* shown itself, when 
faced with a war between an armed 
working class community the nation 
alist people and the British state, to be 
|entirely loyal to that slate. Militant's 
track record i* worse than most. In the 
25 years since a labour government 
sent troops onto the street* of Belfast 
land Derry. Militant have boycotted 
|every initiative Called in solidarity with 
the nationalist community, including 
the soft left Time To Go* campaign, 
and. htzarrcly. for a group founded on 
the belief thai the labour Parly wa* the 
sole arena lor their distinctive brand ol 
revolutionary politics’, the labour 
iCommittce on Ireland Militant's 
|analyvis boil* down to this - ’sectarian 
paramilitaries* have divided the 
working class. Against them, it is the 
role of the left to argue for 'workers' 
unity* Militant's craven labourism, in 
|and out of the Ijsbour Parly, mean* that 
its perspective is a reformist one - it 
sees the state, rather that the reul strag¬ 
gles of winking class people, as being 
|the vehicle for change ’Working class 
unity" means unity within the confine* 
of the Labour Party and trade union 
movement - the "official* movement 
With that as his starting point, it's no 
real surprise that, hy the end. Peter 
Hudden end* up to the nght of good 
|old Neil Kinnock who thought ’the 
IRA arc a deranged gang of terrorists 
seeking to indulge their blood lust.’ 

Hadden's argument is that while the 
Brits "deliberately whipped up 
sectarian rivalries in order to help ihcm 
keep control of ... their oldest and 
closest colony", the momentum of day 
to day trade union straggle* was a 
|con*iant force for unity between the 
nationalist and loyalist communities 
He refuse* to concede that sectari¬ 
anism" was based on a policy of 
wedding the protestani working class 
to the slate through material adv .image 
A 1971 survey ol Belfast showed the 
three areas with highest unemployment 


to be those 
with the 
highest 
proportion of 
Catholic* 

Court. D«x*k and the Falls. In protestani 
Shankhill. 9.43* were out of work, 
compared with 19.64** in the Fall*. In 
the Shankhill 34* of household* had 
cars; in the Falls only 17*. A similar 
survey of Derry concluded. "We are 
satisfied that the Unionist councils 
have used their powers to make 
appointments in a way which 
henefitted protestani*. In the figures 
available, only 30* of Londonderry's 
administrative, clerical and technical 
employees were catholic Out of the 10 
best paid posts only one was held hy a 
catholic.’ 

Add to this the fact that ‘a protestani 
state for a protesiant peoples’ meant 
the B Special* und later the RUC were 
almost exclusively protestani. that the 
average rate of unemployment for 
catholics was 2.5 time* higher than for 
protesiant* and that at Short Brother* 
the largest employers in the North - 
90*4 of the workforce was protesiant 
and Hadden's quotation from ’Belfast 
Trade Unionist and Socialise (!!). 
Paddy Devlin, that 'the ordinary 
working class protesiant* were only a 
little better treated than their catholic 
countcrpam* makes no sense at all. 
Hadden's refusal to accept that 
loyalism had any material base leads 
him to criticise the 1968 Civil Rights 
movement lor failing to take up explic¬ 
itly the interests of working class 
protest ants The Northern Ireland Civil 
Rights Association was formed around 
the following demands: one person- 
one vote; the remapping of 
gerrymandered election boundaries; 
enactment of anti-discriminatory laws; 
the establishment of govemmeni 
machinery to handle citizens' 
complaints; a points system for the 
allocation of public housing, repeal of 
the Special Power* Act; the disbanding 
of the B-Spccials It adopted no repub¬ 
lican position*. It did not address 
partition The left of the NICRA. the 
People * Democracy students around 
Michael Farrell and Bernadette 
(Devlin) McAliskey. called explicitly 
for protesiant worker* to join their 
movement 

The NICRA was entirely reformist. It 
didni matter, as ha moon McCann, 
then a member of Derr* loihour Part* 


put it. the transformation of Irish 
society necessary to implement these 
reforms is a revolution.’ 

In January 1969. a Belfast to Derry 
march was umhushed by the RUC al 
Bumtollci Bridge That night the first 
bamcadcs went up in the Bogsidc In 
July the Bogsidc Defence Association 
was formed to defend homes and lives 
agamsi RUC and loyalist mobs from 
the forthcoming Apprentice Boys 
parade. The parade led to an uprising 
by the nauonalist people of Derry; 
"Free Deny" was declared and held out 
for three years. On 14 August 1969 the 
British army were sent onto the streets 
of Derry; the nationalist community 
had fought the orange slate to a stale 
mate, a civil rights movement for 
reform had brought the six counties to 
the edge of a revolution Hadden will 
have none of this. He sees a reformist 
movement lor democracy as purely 
'catholic' and sectarian: "When 
protesiant workers listened to the 
speeches of (Civil Rights leader*| all 
they could hear was a call for more 
job*, more houses, better treatment for 
catholic*.’ So a demand for an end to 
discrimination is alicnaltng and 
sectarian'’ To call for democracy i* to 
risk driving away protestani workers? 
This only make* sense a* an admission 
that protestani working class privilege 
(such a* it was) was wedded to the 
maintenance of discrimination. To 
recognise this, and then denounce 
the NICRA. puts you in the pocket 
of the loyalists. Hadden was 
happier pre-1968. w hen his vehicle 
for working class unity and social 
change • the Northern Ireland 
Labour Party, pro-unionist und 
predominantly protestani was 
winning 26‘* of the vote. The !* 
events of 1968-69 were the start of 
a 25 year war between ihc nation- "7 
alls) people and the British stale. 
Hadden ended up on the wrong 
side then; the rest of the hook is an 
exercise in reaction that takes him 
further and further to the nght. 

He thinks the trade unions and 
NILP should have set up a "non- 
sccianan defence force* to 'point 
to way* in which the working class 
can rely on its own strength * Free 
Derry - a working class community 
conn oiling its own streets in 
defiance of the state through force 
of arms becomes not an ’example 
of working class strength* but a 


’sectarian" obstacle to it! 

Apparently the IRA. ’does not weaken 
the state, but gives it the excuse to 
introduce repressive laws and imple 
ment repressive methods which 
otherwise it would not have got away 
with.” (Presumably in the same way 
that trade unionists fighting for their 
jobs gave the Tories an excuse to bring 
in anti-union laws?) Croppy lie down 
ll's in your own iiweirsl*' 

The Ulster Workers Council, though 
"although carried through in a distorted 
and reactionary manner had shown 
the power of the working class. It had 
demonstrated the superiority of mass 
struggle over the. by comparison, 
leeblc methods of the Provisionals’ • 
all this written at a lime when the 
loyalist community has failed to 
organise opposition to Hillsborough or 
the Downing Street Declaration despite 
repealed threats to deliver up. 'another 
*74’ and al a time when Sinn Fein is 
meeting the British government's 
representatives al Stormont! 

It gets worse. The "Peace People’ 
(whose campaign was aimed solely at 
the IRA and failed to criticise the 
British army when in the year of the 
Peace Movement's foundation it killed 
12 year ok) Majclla O'Hare and 14 year 
old Brian Stewart) ore praised because 
their demonstration of 30,000 up the 
Shankhill Road, "had shown whai was 
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possible * In October 1976. Mairead 
Corrigan and Belly Williams. lhe| 
effective leadership of the Pcac 
People, issued a statement which 
showed Ihcir attitude to the British 
state: "We do not equate the vicious 
and determined terrorism of the repub 
lican and loyalist paramilitary 
organisation* with the occasional] 
instances when members of security 
forces have stepped beyond the law 
Hadden make* no criticism of the 
Peace People's pro-Bntish agenda We 
can only assume his silence suggest* 
he shares it. 

Militant arc Ihc product* ol the British 
labour movement and labour Party 
They reflect the sea they swim in - pro 
unionist, anti-working class, und in the 
guise of reformism, pro the military 
and political agenda of the British 
state The nationalist people organised) 
outside ol Hadden * labour movement 
because they were excluded from it b 
a discrimination that "movement* had 
never seen fit to challenge Hadden * 
"working class unity’ rest* on the 
reduction of the struggle fra national, 
democratic und social rights to u 
narrow trade union agenda which can 
he negotiated with the Orange state. (>t 
the struggle fra political status I 
POWs. Hadden has this to say: *A 
labour movement review of the case 
of all those convicted of offence 
arising from the troubles to deter 
mine who. in ils eyes, is and i< 
not a political prisoner.’ Given 
that unionist influence ii 
N orthern Irish trade union* ha' 
time and aguin been exerted It 
prevent discussion of the Irish 
war hy British trade union* 
Hadden's solution effectively 
cedes the right to politico 
activity io the protestani working 
class alone, and (hen only to the' 
extent allowed hy the British 
state 

In m w»r y vu have lo lake afakv 
Hadden and hh Militant 
conirade;< 

rfaen na tionalist people. Afte r 

I be attack at Burntoiiet Bndg » 

and the 

Buckle, (he Wurth's then PM 
Ten mi O 'Neill ranted. " Wt 
hm< hi.ird s ufficient for mm 
abuiil mil rights. Let u* hear a 
litli> about civic naponsi- 
blli'; ” Hadden jmtbabb 
nodiMin 
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Ami-Fascist Action is an umbrella organisation 
formed in 1985, comprising of several extreme left- 
wing groups whose common ground is their 
dedication to the advance of a multi-racial commu¬ 
nist state and their support for Irish Republicanism 
Almost since AFAs conception it has been dominated 
by the IRA's fan dub'. Red Action. It b widely 
publicised by the anti-fascist magazine. Searchlight 


Last year saw a number of individuals who have 
links with Red Action imprisoned for bombings on 
the mainland. Red Action is a small Marxist group 
made up of Republicans who were expelled from the 
SWP in 1982. The MI5 sponsored magazine. 
Searchlight, has continually warned of the Sinn 
FeinflRA and Red Action connection. 


In practice however, groups like the RCP are 
harmless Red Action provide a great contrast for 
not only have they uncompromisingly supported the 
IRA/I NLA in general terms, they have also played a 
key role in ami-fascist street politics for over a 
decade, and are the mainstay of the group most 
committed to physical force in the anti-racist arena. 
Ami-Fascist Action. That Red Action are. therefore, 
a group committed, in their terms, to ‘doing the 
business’ at the rougher end of the political market', 
encompassing two areas of MI5 concern, anti- 
fascism and Ireland, makes them an obvious 
target... 


...I regard the throwaway remarks by the authors of 
this book (INLA - Deadly Divisions) as yet another 
instance of the stale attack on Red Action. There is a 
world of difference between an organisation being 
subject to heavy MI5 attention and one actually 
being run by them. 
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Red Action are another Ixft group intent on estab¬ 
lishing a separate identity “They're very into being 
mysterious and underground." Tom (Socialist 
Organiser! warm. "They’re like the people in the 
French Connection film who keep jumping on and ofT 
trains and making phone calls." I meet four burly Red 
Action members outside an Islington pub. from here 
I’m quickly escorted to another pub. probably the only 
one in North London that’s completely empty 


In the late 70s and early 80s some members of the 
ANL and SWP made the mistake of following such a 
strategy. Small squads of them would cruise the 
streets in cars looking for individual nazis or would 
try to attack individual na/is in their pubs or homes. 
The results of such an approach were disastrous. In 
the end those who followed these tactics broke with 
the SWP and ANL to form groups like Anti-Fascist 
Action and Red Actioo. who abstain from any 
socialist activity while engaging in a more or less 
purely clandestine opposition to the nazis. 
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We have to learn the lessons of the early 1980s when 
the Nazis also turned to terror. Some anti nazis spent 
all their time in small, secret groups obsessed with 
having Tights with Na/is. These people became 
depoliticised and sometimes anti-working class. 




White working class football supporters have always 
been targeted hy the racist right. Manchester AFA 
tries to redress that balance via the United fanzine. 
Red Attitude; crucially such efforts are by AFA 
members who would he at the football anyway 
"Wc’rc not like Sky TV - here this week, and there 
next week. There’s no point turning up at a club you 
don’t support just to peddle politics’’ 

The whole reason for the violence is that they [the 
BNP) want people to stay away to let them do what 
they want to do...if you don’t attack them, they’re 
free to organise politically. But if you attack them 
they can’t do that .. that’s the relevance of violence, 
it’s not something you want to do." 
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In Red Action no.69 Scan Reid writes. “The attempt 
to wipe out the movement in 1987 was a classic case 
of Kilson's anti-insurgency tactics ... At one stroke it 
removed a dangerous left wing tendency, helped set 
up a pseudo-gang... and confirmed the IRA as the 
main protagonists in the struggle.'’ 

Which slips down nicely alright; but is it established 
that the IPLO was a pseudo-gang? Evidence of 
British state pseudo-gangs is thin on the ground, and 
if anyone has any on the IPLO I’d be interested to 
see it. 




Putting your 
Foot in it 

J ournalist Paul Foot, 
genuinely outraged by the 
continuing right-wing 
‘Guardian/KGB smear', duly 
launched a counter-attack from 
his weekly column in The 
Guardian Already provoked, 
an attack in The Times an one 
Arthur Ransome was the Inst 
straw. 

The Times article claimed that 
Ransome was. "the most 
important secret source of 
(Russian) intelligence on 
British foreign policy' in the 
yean after the 1917 Russian 
revolution In addition. Arthur, 
it transpires, not only talked to 
Russian intelligence but was, 
like Richard Gott who recently 
resigned his position for doing 
the same dung, a Guardian 
journalist? Foot doesn't deny 
the allegations but claims that 
Ransome only became, 'an 
enthusiastic supporter of the 
Bolshevik 

re volution... | because | he 
observed a democracy far 
richer than anything in the 
British parliament or American 
Congress.* Foot argues that, 
far from being 'confused' as 
alleged by The Times . 
Ransomc's books and 
pamphlets: 'are a clear concise 
reportage which describe a 
social and political system 
entirely different from the 
tyranny of the Tsars or of 
Stalin ' If you hadn't guessed it 
already. Mr Foot is a 
longstanding and influential 
member (formally on the 
Central Committee) of the 
Socialist Workers Party. 

The revolution in 1917 was 


nt on the Control 




Comrade Jones wrote a reply to 
an reticle by Duncan Hal las. a 
member of the Central 
Committee and presumably an 
'infallible leader', which he 
submitted to the Socialist 
Review for publication As soon 
as the letter was sent. *a whole 
number of allegations against 
Chm arose ...' and shortly after¬ 
wards he was expelled, in June 
1994 Distraught, he appealed in 
September and his appeal was 
rejected So far. so straightfor¬ 
ward. However, contained 
within the bulletin arc the 
following fads: 


Healthy and hearty has been the laughter greeting each new twist 
in the welcome demise of the collodion of cowards known and 
loathed as the Anti-Racist Alliance (ARA). 

Opportunists seeking a well salaried position with any semblance 
of security are advised to avoid this sinking ship • even the rats are 
scarpering. Pity newly-elected National Secretary Kumar Murshid 
who predicted ihe squabbling was over and looked forward with 
optimism to the future after the ousting of Marc Wadsworth and 
Ken Livingstone, only to resign four weeks lairr Wh«i ■ visionary? 
In keeping with tradition much of ARA's aggression has been 
reserved for each other with diutnhc aplenty, new chairperson 
Diane Abbott has made her mark on the events as you would 
exped: 

Abbott on Wadsworth; 'an awful man. impossible to work with." 
Uvingxtonc on Wadsworth; 'a malicious spider* 

Wadsworth on Livingstone; evil, lying smearmongcr" 
Wadsworth on Abbott; 'betrayed my trust’ 

Red Action on ARA; Unprintable in a family newspaper 
Many in ARA are anxious to avoid any mention of the huge 
amounts of money they have absorbed from gullible Trade Unions 
while failing to effect any positive change whatsoever (mortgages 
and restaurant hills excepted) 

Thai Wadsworth received C25.0U0 annually proves that being 
incompetent and wealthy isnl exclusive to the Royal Family. 

SchaolrQyil 

Mace of Reason has long shared the anguish of education chiefs 
eager to spice up the teaching of science subjects in order to attrad 
prospective students. 

We regard with dismay the news that IRA Volunteer Dr Feilim 
(ThAdhmaill has had his lectures in sociology and philosophy at 
the University of Central Lancashire abruptly curtailed. Dr Feilim's 
knowledge of chemistry was unqualified and not lost on prosecutor 
Sir Derek Spencer who regarded him as 'intelligent and educated." 
The seventeen kilos of semtex found in his possession more than 
attest to to his knowledge of matters chemical. Sad that the students 
of this fair land will not benefit from his undoubted mental and 
pradical know-how. 

Dr Feilim OhAdhmaili has postponed all lectures for the next 
twenty-five years. 


The left has its fair share of loonies, none more so than the 
Spartacist League. It recently advertised a public meeting with the 
catchy title • 'General Strike Rocks Italy; For Workers' Resistance 
to Smash the Capitalist Offensive. You Can't Stop the Strong Stale 
with the Popular Front." 

I feel a slogan coming on • Time for a lie down! 


A well advertised meeting of the SWP failed lo attract iu capacity 
• far from it. The poor lure of short-aned big-name Tony Cliff (all 
how gracefully three times) failed to put hums on seals. 

The caretaker of the venue disclosed to Red Action comrades, forty 
minutes after the publicised starting, while shellshocked organisers 
waited in vain for the public to amve. that 'Sure, they're wasting 
their money booking the Mg hall, it'll be empty.' 

Given the attendance numbered about forty and included many 
party hacks, my comrade and I decided to spend out time, in a more 
fruitful manner at a local hostelry Laugh -1 nearly bought a round! 
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3 No written state- I ©TBlTjB fas 
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him outlining 1 
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4 According to • V ^ J 

witness: -the f 

reasons given 

verbally lo him ... 
was different from 

the one told to me over the Unc,e ** could be forgiven 


certainly democratic, but by 
1921 Rureia was a one-party 
stale. In the same year factions 
were outlawed within the 
ruling party thus resulting in. as 
Trotsky himself was to ruefully 
admit IS yean later "a prohi 
Mtion lo think otherwise than 
in ihe infallible leaden * So. in 
the complete absence of any 
democracy, what, for Foot, 
does 'a fw richer democracy’ 

Some indication of what richer 
democracy means to the SWP 
can be gleaned from an account 
of the disciplining of a dissident 
within iu own organisation and 
published in the SWPs own 
pre-conference bulletin 1994. 

The Cane of Comrade 


phone’; wry chuckle. Though the entin 

5 The initial allegations against afTa,r »» more reminiscent oi 
him were dropped as they could Python" than Kafka, thr 
not be sustained - 'His obttruc- opening lines of The That still 
lions in the branch are denied by *P rin I to mind: ' Someone mux 
the majority in the branch'; have been telling lies abom 
4 At the appeal the Central Jo9f ph K, for one fine momma 
Control Commission first heard he war arrested for not doma 
the case far the expulsion in the anything at all. f A case ol 


absence of the accused; 

7 The accused was then invited 
to put his case, but denied any 
information in relation to what 
he was being accused of; 

8 Witnesses were then heard 


putting your Foot in it? 


9 Comrade Jones 'had no way 
of knowing what |they| told 
the control commission'; 

10 Comrade Jones was denied a 
chance lo reply. 

No doubt some counter-revolu¬ 
tionary elements who have had 
the privilege of going through 
the same process would argue 
that, in fact, they have done him 
a huge favour for which he 
should be eternally grateful. 
That argument not 
withstanding, this is not. ”a 
political system entirely 
different from the tyranny of the 
Tsars or of Stalin." Indeed. 


The hureaucratic/institutional 
nightmares created by Kafka 
were apparently modelled on 
SWP Central Committee 
general practice'. Discuss. 
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